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LESSON  I.— NOY.  3.- 

THE  TEN  LEPERS. 

Luke  xvii.  11-19. 

Golden  Text. — Luke  xvii  17. 

11 

And  it  came  to  pass,  as  he  went 

to  Je- 

15  And  one  of  them,  when  he  saw  that  he 

ru'sa-lem,  that  he  passed  through  the  midst  of 
Sa-ma'ri-a  and  GaPi-lee. 

12  And  as  he  entered  into  a  certain  village, 
there  met  him  ten  men  that  were  lepers,  which 
stood  afar  off. 

13  And  they  lifted  up  their  voices,  and 
said,  Jesus,  Master,  have  mercy  on  us. 

14  And  when  he  saw  them,  he  said  unto 
them,  Go  show  yourselves  unto  the  prjests. 
And  it  came  to  pass,  that,  as  they  went,  they 
were  cleansed. 


was  healed,  turned  back,  and  with  a  loud  voice 
glorified  God. 

16  And  fell  down  on  his  face  at  his  feet, 
giving  him  thanks  :  and  he  was  a  Sa-mar'i- 
tan. 

17  And  Jesus  answering  said,  Were  there 
notten  cleansed?  but  where  are  the  nine? 

18  There  are  not  found  that  returned  to 
give  glory  to  God,  save  this  stranger. 

19  And  he  said  unto  him,  Arise,  go  thy 
way  :  thy  faith  hath  made  thee  whole. 


GOLDEN  TEXT 

where  are  the  nine. 
TOPICS.— Ten.  One. 


-And  Jesus  answering  said,  Were  there  not  ten  cleansed  ? 

Luke  xvii.  17. 

Nine. 


But 


PARAPHRASE  OF  THE  TEXT. 


11.  These  discourses,  and  those  above 
mentioned,  happened  in  onr  Lord's  journey 
to  the  feast  of  the  dedication  ;  and  as  he 
went  to  Jerusalem,  to  attend  it,  he  passed 
through  the  midst  of  Samaria  and  Galilee, 
taking  those  parts  of  Samaria  in  his  way 
which  lay  next  to  Galilee. 

12  And  as  he  entered  into  a  certain 


neighboring  village,  there  met  him  ten  men 
who  were  lepers,  and  who  on  that  account 
were  shut  out  from  the  towns  to  which  they 
belonged;  and  as  in  this  miserable  state  they 
could  have  no  society  with  any  but  them¬ 
selves,  both  Jews  and  Samaritans  conversed 
promiscuously  together. 
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13.  Aud  standing  afar  off,  lest  they 
should  pollute  passengers  who  might  come 
too  near  them,  they  lifted  up  their  voice,  and 
said  with  great  earnestness,  having  heard 
of  the  fame  of  Christ,  Jesus,  Master,  we 
beseech  thee  to  have  mercy  upon  us,  as 
thou  hast  already  extended  it  to  others  in 
these  deplorable  circumstances. 

14.  And,  seeing  them  as  they  stood  cry¬ 
ing  to  him,  he  said  unto  them,  Go,  show 
yourselves  to  the  priests ;  intimating  that 
the  cure  they  desired  should  be  performed 
by  the  way.  And  it  came  to  pass,  that  as 
they  were  going  in  obedience  to  his  word, 
they  were  all  miraculously  cleansed  by  the 
power  of  Christ,  the  efficacy  of  which  was 
such  as  to  operate  at  a  distance  as  well  as 
near. 

15.  And  one  of  them,  perceiving  he  was 
bealed,  was  so  affected  with  it,  that  he  im¬ 
mediately  returned  with  an  heart  full  of 
gratitude  and  joy,  glorifying  God  with  a 
loud  voice,  and  made  a  free  and  open  ac¬ 
knowledgment  of  so  signal  a  mercy. 


10.  And,  presenting  lumself  before  Je¬ 
sus,  he  fell  down  on  his  face  at  his  feet, 
giving  the  most  affectionate  thanks  unto 
him  as  the  immediate  Author  of  his  cure  ; 
and  it  is  remarkable  that  he  was  a  Samari¬ 
tan. 

17.  And  Jesus  observing  it,  answered 
and  said.  Were  there  not  t  en  lepers  cleansed  ? 
but  where  (are)  the  other  line,  of  whom  it 
might  have  been  expected,  as  they  were 
Jews,  that  they  should  have  expressed  a 
greater  sense  of  piety,  and  have  been  more 
ready  to  thank  God  for  their  deliverance  ? 

18.  How  is  it,  that  of  all  who  were 
cleansed  none  are  found  who  have  returned 
to  give  glory  to  God,  but  this  poor  stranger 
to  the  commonwealth  of  Israel  ? 

19.  And  he  said  to  him,  Arise,  go  thy 
way  ;  this  thy  faith  in  my  power  has  saved 
thee,  and  been  happily  made  the  means  of 
thy  cure  ;  and  from  these  grateful  senti¬ 
ments  with  which  thy  heart  is  filled,  thou 
mayst  conclude  the  cure  thou  hast  received 
is  given  thee  in  mercy. — Doddridge. 


ANALYSIS  OF  THE  LESSON. 


The  Healing  of  the  Ten  Lepers. 

I.  How  the  healing  was  sought  for  : 

1.  The  time  when  this  took  place  ; 
Christ’s  last  journey  : 

a.  Whither  he  was  journeying  ;  to  - 

Jerusalem  ;  11 

b.  Through  what  parts  he  journeyed  ; 

through  Samaria  and  Galilee" ; 

2/ The  place  where  it  was  done  ;  12 

3.  The  persons  who  sought  a  cure  are 

desciibed  as  to 

a.  Their  number  ;  ten  ; 

b.  Their  disease  ;  lepers  ; 

c.  Their  modesty  ;  stood  afar  off  ; 

4.  Their  desire  for  a  cure  was 

a.  Earnest;  lifted  up  their  voices ;  13 

b.  Confident;  Jesus  Son  of  David,  etc.; 

II.  How  the  cure  was  obtained  ;  it  was 

obtained  in  the  following  order  : 

1.  Jesus  saw  them  ;  14 

2.  His  com  mand  as  a  trial  of  their  faith  ; 

3.  The  obedience  of  the  lepers  ; 

4.  The  result  ;  they  were  cleansed  ; 

III.  How  the  cure  was  discovered  ; 

1.  The  thankfulness  of  one  of  them  :  15 
a.  Who  gratefully  acknowledged  it  ; 


b.  What  he  acknowledged  ; 

c.  How  he  acknowledged  it ;  that  he 

(1)  Turned  about  ; 

(2)  Praised  God  ; 

(3)  Thanked  Jesus  ;  wherein  we 

notice  : 

( a )  Ilis  humble  attitude  ;  16 

(b)  The  thanks  itself  ; 

d.  Of  what  nation  he  was  ;  a 

Samaritan  ; 

2.  The  ingratitude  of  the  nine  con¬ 

sisted  in  the  fact  that  they  did  not 
return  and  give  God  glory  ;  as 
appears  from  the  following  words 
of  Christ  : 

3.  The  conduct  of  Christ  toward  them  : 

a.  Towards  the  ungrateful  ones  in 

that  he  :  17 

(1)  Speaks  of  the  blessings  con¬ 

ferred  upon  them  ; 

(2)  Reproves  their  ingratitude  ; 

17,  18 

b.  Towards  the  thankful  one  ;  as  he 

(1)  Praises  him  above  the  others  ; 

(2)  Sends  him  away  ;  19 

(3)  Ascribes  his  cure  to  his  faith. 

— Starke. 


HISTORICAL  CONNECTION. 

Once,  as  Jesus  was  traveling  to  Jerusalem,  loud,  hoarse  voices  calling  to  him.  He 
as  he  came  near  a  village,  he  heard  some  looked  up,  and  saw  ten  men  standing  a  long 
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way  off.  They  were  very  unpleasant  to  see  ; 
their  skin  was  covered  with  a  white  break¬ 
ing  out  :  their  flesh  looked  as  if  it  had  been 
eaten  into  holes  and  was  crumbling  away  ; 
some  of  their  fingers  had  dropped  off,  and 
some  of  them  only  had  stumps  of  hands  or 
feet.  They  dared  not  come  near, but  held  their 
hands  over  their  mouths  and  cried,  “Un¬ 
clean,  unclean  !”  Poor  men  !  they  were 
shut  out  of  the  village  ;  they  could  not  live 
with  their  families  ;  they  could  touch  no 
one,  nor  have  any  company  but  some  like 
themselves,  for  they  were  lepers.  It  was 
this  dreadful  disease  of  the  leprosy  which 
made  them  such  horrid  objects.  They  must 
have  heard  what  wonderful  things  Jesus 
could  do,  and  been  told  who  it  was  that  was 
passing  by,  and  now  they  cried,  “Jesus, 
Master,  have  mercy  on  us  !”  Jesus  is  never 
too  far  off  to  hear  those  who  cry  to  him, 


and  he  answered,  “  Go  show  yourselves  to 
the  priests.”  For  it  was  the  law  that  if  a 
leper  thought  he  was  cured  he  should  go  to 
the  priest  first,  that  he  might  see  if  the 
sickness  was  really  healed.  As  they  were 
going  they  saw  that  they  were  cured  ;  their 
skin  was  fresh  and  soft,  and  their  limbs 
strong.  Did  they  all  hurry  back  to  thank 
Jesus?  No!  One— only  one— turned  back, 
and  as  he  came  praised  God  with  a  loud 
voice,  and  fell  at  the  feet  of  Jesus  and  gave 
him  thanks  ;  and  this  one  was  a  Samaritan, 
who  had  not  been  taught  as  the  Jews  had. 
Jesus  felt  very  sad  and  said,  “Were  there  not 
ten  cleansed  ?  Where  are  the  nine  ?  None 
have  returned  to  give  glory  to  God  but  this 
stranger.”  And  then  he  said  to  him  who 
was  lying  at  his  feet,  ‘‘Arise,  go  thy  way  ; 
thy  faith  hath  made  thee  well.” — Kennedy^ 


BLACKBOARD  EXERCISES 


Jesus  is  the  fountain  whence  a  stream  of 
healing  waters  flow.  There  has  been  a 
fountain  opened  in  the  house  of  David  for 
sin  and  uncleanliness,  and  all  who  will  may 
wash  in  that  fountain  and  be  clean.  Sin¬ 
ners  are  compared  to  lepers.  So  if  a  sinner 
wants -to  be  cleansed  of  his  sins,  he  must  go 
to  that  fountain,  which  flows  from  that 
smitten  Rock  Christ  Jesus.  He  must  give 
his  whole  heart  to  him.  He  will  make  it 
pure  and  cleanse  it  from  all  sin.  Be  thank¬ 
ful  to  Christ  for  what  he  has  done  for  you, 
and  cling  to  him,  like  the  evergreen  ivy 
clings  to  the  rock. — C.  F.  Likdig. 


EXPLANATORY  NOTES. 


This  miracle  oceured  on  the  last  journey 
of  Jesus  through  Samaria  and  Galilee,  in 
the  autumn  of  the  year  29,  about  the  same 
time  as  the  return  of  the  70,  Lesson  ix.  of 
third  quarter,  and  connects  with  the  narra¬ 
tive  in  ch.  ix.  51. 


Tiberius  Caesar  was  at  this  time  emperor 
of  Rome  ;  Pontius  Pilate,  governor  of  Ju¬ 
dea  ;  Herod  Antipas,  governor  of  Galilee, 
both  appointed  by  the  emperor  of  Rome. 

11.  As  he  went  to  Jerusalem.  That  is,  as 
Jesus  and  his  disc.iples  were  on  their  way  to 
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Jerusalem  to  attend  the  feast  of  the  Dedica¬ 
tion  which  occurred  Oct.  11,  A.  D.  29. 

Through  the  midst  of  Samaria  and  Gali¬ 
lee.  That  is,  he  journeyed  on  the  road 
which  passed  from  Jerusalem  through  Sa¬ 
maria  and  Galilee. 

Some  think  this  means,  he  passed  between 
Samaria  and  Galilee,  passing  along  the 
border  line  between  the  two  cooutries,  from 
west  to  east,  toward  the  Jordan. 

There  were  two  principal  routes  on  which 
the  Jews  traveled  between  Jerusalem  and 
Galilee.  The  one  was  on  the  west  side  of 
the  Jordan,  the  more  direct  and  shorter 
route.  But  as  it  passed  directly  through 
the  country  of  the  .Samaritans  between 
whom  and  the  Jews  there  was  an  unfriendly 
feeling,  many  of  the  Jews  preferred  the 
more  circuitous  route  around  Samaria  on 
the  east  side  of  the  Jordan.  These  routes 
or  roads  were  therefore  called  by  the  names 
of  the  countries  through  which  they  passed, 
and  Jesus  on  this  occasion  took  the  road 
“through  Samaria  and  Galilee,”  although 
he  was  now  traveling  from  Galilee  through 
Samaria  to  Jerusalem. 

Samaria.  Samaria  lay  between  Gal¬ 
ilee  and  Judfea.  It  took  its  name  from  the 
principal  city,  the  capitol  of  the  ten  tribes, 
built  by  King  Omri,  father  of  Ahab,  B.  C. 
925,  on  a  mountain  or  hill  of  the  same 
name.  It  means  a  watch-height. 

In  later  years  the  Assyrians  after  besieg¬ 
ing  it,  and  carrying  its  inhabitants  captive 
together  with  all  Israel,  except  perhaps  the 
very  dregs  of  society,  introduced  colonies 
in  their  place  from  Babylon,  Cuthah,  Ava, 
Hamath,  and  Sepliarvaim.  They  became 
incorporated  with  each  other.  As  these 
people  were  a  mixed  race  (some  deny  that 
they  were  a  mixed  race,  and  say  they  were 
pure  Gentile),  their  religion  also  became  a 
mixed  religion.  The  worship  of  idols  was 
associated  with  that  of  the  true  God.  When 
the  Jews  returned  from  the  Babylonish  cap¬ 
tivity,  the  Samaritans  wished  to  join  them 
in  the  rebuilding  of  the  temple,  but  the 
Jews  declined  their  aid  ;  and  from  that 
time  there  existed  the  most;  bitter  hostility 
between  them. 

Galilee.  The  most  northerly  division  of 
Palestine.  It  was  formerly  divided  into  up¬ 
per  and  lower  Galilee.  Upper  Galilee 
was  called  Galilee  of  the  “Gentiles,”  from 


its  having  a  more  mixed  population,  i.  e., 
less  purely  Jewish  thanthe  other. 

It  was  in  Galilee  that  most  of  the  life  of 
our  Savior  was  passed,  and  a  large  part  of 
his  mighty  works  were  done. 

The  Galilseans  spoke  a  different  dialect 
from  that  of  Judaea,  and  which  was  of  course 
counted  rude  and  impure  by  the  inhabitants 
of  Judaea.  They  were  a  turbulent  and  re¬ 
bellious  people,  ready  on  all  occasions  to 
rebel  against  the  Roman  authority. 

12.  A  certain  village.  The  name  of  the 
village  is  not  given,  but  it  was  probably  in 
Galilee. 

Ten  lepers.  As  is  the  custom  in  the  East, 
this  dismal  society  hovered  near  the  village 
which  they  might  not  enter  (Num.  v.  4  ; 
Matt.  viii.  1 ) ;  sad  emblem  of  those  who 
behold  the  blessedness  of  that  heavenly 
kingdom  from  which  they  are  forever  ex¬ 
cluded. — W  HEDON. 

Leprosy  was  indeed  nothing  short  of  a 
living  death,  a  poisoning  of  the  springs,  a 
corrupting  of  all  the  humors  of  life  ;  a  dis¬ 
solution  little  by  little,  of  the  whole  body, 
so  that  one  limb  after  another  actually  de¬ 
cayed  and  fell  away. — Trench. 

Stood  afar  off.  Being  forbidden  by  the 
law  to  approach  others  :  it  was  a  sort  of 
quarantine  to  prevent  the  spread  of  the 
disease,  or  the  defilement  of  others.  See 
Lev.  xiii.  45  ;  Hum.  v.  2. 

The  lepers  were  by  law  compelled  to  give 
warning  of  their  presence  by  the  cry,  “Un¬ 
clean,  unclean,”  that  no  one  might  be  pol¬ 
luted  by  touching  them  accidentally. 

13.  And  they  lifted  up  their  voices.  Gut 
of  a  deep  sense  of  their  misery,  yet  not 
without  hope  that  a  healer  was  at  haud. 
They  were  now  in  earnest  to  receive  the 
mercy,  however  at  a  later  period  they  were 
slack  in  giving  thanks  for  it. — Trench. 

Jesus ,  Master.  Although  they  did  not 
yet  know  the  Savior’s  Messianic  dignity, 
yet  they  account  him  a  prophet,  mighty  in 
deed  and  word  ;  their  faith  is  sincere  with¬ 
out  being  perfect. — Van  Oosterzee. 

The  essence  of  faith  manifests  itself  in 
the  ten  lepers.  Faith  recognizes  in  Jesus 
the  only  willing  and  all-sufficient  helper, 
and  allows  itself  to  be  impelled  by  life’s 
necessity  to  take  refuge  in  him. 

Have  mercy  on  us.  They  do  not  say, 
“Heal  us,”  though  this  was  what  they 
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meant.  Mercy  adapts  itself  to  the  needs 
of  men. 

Our  double  leprosy  of  ignorance  and  pas¬ 
sion  requires  a  double  mercy;  a  teacher  to 
instinct,  a  Savior  to  deliver. — Bek  gel. 

When  we  cry  for  mercy, 'we  ask  healing 
for  our  leprosy  of  sin,  which  is  none  the 
less  real  a  curse,  and  requires,  even  more 
than  theirs,  Christ’s  cleansing  power. — 
Riddle. 

14.  And  when  he  saw  them.  His  atten¬ 
tion  was  attracted  by  their  cry.  Doubtless 
he  knew  of  their  need  before,  but  his 
human  eye  waited  for  their  appeal. 

This  miracle  brings  out  most  clearly  the 
human  side  of  the  work  of  salvation.— 
Riddle. 

How  ready  the  Savior  always  was  to 
grant  his  mighty  healing  power  wlieu  he 
saw  the  faintest  desire  for  his  help  for 
either  buddy  or  spiritual  disease  !  and  have 
we  not  every  reason  to  believe  that  he  is 
just  as  ready  to  heal  the  spiritually  sick 
and  leprous  now  as  when  he  walked  upon 
earth  in  human  lorm  ? 

Show  yourselves  to  the  priests.  The  law 
directed  that  lepers,  when  they  were  cured, 
should  show  themselves  to  the  Jewish 
priests,  and  get  a  certificate  of  the  cure. 
See  Lev.  xiv.  2,  etc. 

The  priest,  however,  could  not  heal,  but 
only  decide  whether  the  leper  was  healed 
or  not. 

There  was  a  first  inspection  made  by  the 
priest  of  the  district,  it  is  said  ;  then  a 
second  one  after  seven  days  ;  then  a  purifi¬ 
cation  followed  by  a  visit  to  the  temple, 
where  the  healed  leper  made  the  offering 
prescribed  by  the  law. 

One  of  the  Lord's  first  miracles  was  the 
healing  rf  a  leper.  Matt.  viii.  20  Then 
the  command  to  go  and  show  himself  to  the 
priest  succeeded  his  cure  ;  here  it  preceeded 
it. 

The  command  to  go  and  show  themselves 
to  the  priests  must  have  seemed  very 
strange,  for  they  were  not  yet  healed,  and 
to  show  themselves  to  the  priests  while 
they  were  still  lepers  would  have  been 
absurd.  It  proves  then  that  these  men  had 
still  some  faith  in  their  coming  cure,  that 
they  obeyed  at  once  this  stranger’s  com¬ 
mand  and  set  out  to  do  as  our  Lord  had 
bidden  them. 


As  they  went  they  were  cleansed.  They 
had  evidently  not  gone  very  far,  and  they 
were  all  c  eansed  iu  a  short  time  after  they 
had  started  to  go  to  the  priests. 

While  they  were  obeying  the  Lord’s  com¬ 
mand,  the  Lord’s  mercy  came  upon  them  ; 
not  because  of  the  obedience  itself,  but 
because  of  the  faith  which  prompted  it.  It 
was  so  in  the  case  of  Haaman. — Riddle. 

In  simple,  unquestioning  obedience  to 
our  Lord’s  commands,  and  use  of  the  means 
he  gives  us,  we,  too,  shall  find  the  healing 
of  our  souls. 

We  must  not  wait  till  we  feel  that  we  are 
healed.  That  is  want  of  faith.  But  believ¬ 
ing  Christ's  promises,  we  must  go  on  obey¬ 
ing  his  commands,  and  the  healing  will 
come  as  and  when  he  pleases. 

It  is  not  wise  for  one  who  needs  healing 
to  stop  and  speculate  about  the  order  or 
relation  rf  faith  and  repentance  ;  still  less 
to  wait  for  a  comprehension  of  a  body  of 
divinity,  usefulness,  that  is  in  its  time. 
There  is  only  needed  personal  faith  in  a 
personal  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  whose  saving 
work  for  us  is  plainly  made  known.  1^ 
that  Lord  bids  us  do  tlrs  or  that  duty  to 
test  our  faith,  then  in  doing  that  the  heal¬ 
ing  often  comes.  Fuller  knowledge  will 
come  afterwards  if  we  are  faithful,  and  will 
increase  our  faith. 

Many  have  passed  through  just  such  an 
experience, — “as  they  went,  they  were 
cleansed,” — hut  not  all,  for  our  Lord’s 
modes  of  healing  were  various  :  yet  all  were 
in  response  to  faith. — Riddle. 

15.  One  turned  back.  He  was  going 
away  to  the  priest,  but  returns  now  to 
Jesus. 

As  soon  as  he  discovered  that  he  had 
been  cleansed  he  returned  to  Jesus,  to 
whose  merciful  help  he  owed  his  cure,  to 
return  thanks,  and  doubtless  showed  him¬ 
self  to  the  priest,  without  whose  decision 
he  could  not  have  been  admitted  into 
society. 

Glorified  God.  He  held  that  God  had 
cured  him,  and  ascribed  to  him  the  praise. 
But  it  is  not  an  accident  that  this  is  so 
closely  joined  with  love  to  Jesus  Christ, 
There  can  be  little  glory  given  to  God  that 
is  not  given  through  Jesus  Christ,  and  for 
his  sake. — Riddle. 

With  a  loud  voice.  This  itself  is  a  testi- 
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tnony  that  the  cure  was  wrought  to  the 
praise  of  God.  For  the  voice  of  lepers  is  or¬ 
dinarily  hoarse. — Bengel. 

1(1.  Fell  on  his  face  at  Ms  feet.  This  at¬ 
titude  he  assumed  in  token  of  his  great  re¬ 
spect  for  Jesus  and  his  humble  gratitude  to 
him,  and  perhaps  also  in  recognition  of 
Christ’s  divine  nature. 

Giving  him  thanks.  A  personal  expres¬ 
sion  of  personal  gratitude.  In  the  Chris¬ 
tian  life,  all  our  obedience  after  conversion 
is  hut  the  expression  of  our  thanksgiving. 
This  distinguishes  it  from  all  our  previous 
“trying  to  do  right.” 

He  was  a  Samaritan.  Whom  a  common 
misery  had  joined  to  those  who  else  would 
have  been  his  hitter  foes. 

The  fact  that  he  was  a  Samaritan  made 
his  gratitude  more  notable  in  the  minds  of 
the  Jews,  inasmuch  as  they  expected  little 
good  from  such. 

It  shows  also  how  faith  in  Christ  breaks 
down  all  barriers  of  caste. — M’Cook. 

17.  Were  there  not  ten  cleansed?  There 
were  ;  Christ’s  divine  omniscience  perceived 
this.  But  there  was  ground  for  the  ques¬ 
tion,  for  they  gave  him  no  outward  proof 
of  their  healing. 

This  inquiry  of  our  Lord  reveals  a  tone 
of  sadness,  quite  natural  in  the  circum¬ 
stances.  He  had  just  taken  leave  of  Gali¬ 
lee.  where  his  popularity  had  been  great, 
but  for  some  time  past  declining.  The  nine 
were  probably  Galiueans,  and  thus  repre¬ 
sented  the  ingratitude  of  that  region,  our 
Lord’s  home.  The  incident  is  prophetic  of 
the  future  treatment  of  the  gospel. 

Where  are  the  nine.  They,  no  doubt  con¬ 
tinued  on  their  way  to  show  themselves  to 
the  priests,  rejoicing  in  new  found  health, 
but  already  forgetting  the  Great  Healer. 

This  must  evermore  be  the  sad  inquiry 
concerning  those  to  whom  God  has  shown 
any  special  mercy.  Of  such  as  have  been 
spared  in  dangerous  sickness,  or  delivered 
from  some  great  peril,  or  of  such  as  have 
received  some  unlooked  for  blessing,  must 
we  not  ask,  “Where  are  the  nine?” 

They  had  probably  felt  that  their  first 
duty,  as  Jews,  was  to  show  themselves  to 
the  priests  as  they  had  been  commanded. 
This  was  their  duty,  but  personal  gratitude 
placed  another  duty  before  it.  They  had 
enough  faith  to  be  healed  of  their  leprosy  : 


it  does  not  appear  from  the  narrative 
whether  they  had  enough  to  receive  spirit¬ 
ual  benefit. 

18.  Glory  to  God  Love  to  Christ,  grat- 
itude  to  Christ,  is  the  true  way  of  giving 
glory  to  God. 

No  ceremonial  obedience  such  as  the  nine 
were  rendering,  though  strictly  in  accor¬ 
dance  with  God’s  law,  could  be  compared 
with  the  conduct  of  the  one  Samaritan. 

This  stranger.  The  Jews  called  the  Sa¬ 
maritans  Cutliites,  strangers,  or  aliens  ;  the 
other  lepers  that  had  been  cleansed  were 
probably  Jews. 

The  nine  Jews  forgot  to  thank  their  fel¬ 
low-countryman  in  their  scrupulous  fulfil¬ 
ment  of  the  law  :  the  foreigner  came  with 
lively  gratitude,  though  the  Jews  had  no 
dealings  with  the  Samaritans  John  iv.  9. 

Ingratitude  is  a  sin  but  too  common  “We 
open  our  mouths  wide  till  He  opens  his 
hand ;  but  after,  as  if  the  filling  of  our 
mouths  were  the  stopping  of  our  throats, 
so  are  we  speechless  and  heartless.” — San¬ 
derson. 

19.  Arise.  From  being  down  on  thy 
face  at  my  feet. 

The  remark  in  verse  18  had  been  made  to 
the  apostles,  thus  being  a  public  acknowl¬ 
edgement  of  the  grateful  leper,  and  a  pub¬ 
lic  censure  of  the  ingrates. 

Go  thy  way.  To  the  priests  ;  for  while 
approving  his  thanksgiving,  he  would  not 
have  him  needlessly  delay  any  reasonable 
and  urgent  duty. 

Thy  faith  hath  made  thee  whole.  Not 
merely  in  body,  for  that  healing  he  shared 
with  the  nine  others.  But  his  faith  saved 
him,  it  made  him  a  child  of  God. — Ben- 
ger. 

Theirs  was  merely  the  beholding  of  the 
brazen  serpent  with  the  outward  eyes,  hut 
his  with  the  eye  of  inward  faith  ;  and  his 
faith  saved  him. — Arford. 

The  others  had  trusted  Christ  as  a  prophet 
of  God,  able  to  heal  their  leprosy.  This 
man  was  led  to  a  deeper  insight  of  Christ’s 
character  as  the  Messiah  of  God,  the  par¬ 
doner  of  sin  and  Renewer  of  life.  He  em¬ 
braced  Jesus  by  faith  as  his  soul's  Physi¬ 
cian,  upon  the  evidence  given  that  he  was 
the  healer  of  hearts. — M’Cook. 
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Verse  12.  We  are  far  off  from  God  by 
the  leprosy  of  sin.  Christ’s  love  should 
draw  us  nigh  to  him  for  healing. 

Verse  13  The  cry  of  every  soul  should 
be,  “Lord,  have  mercy  upon  us  !  ” 

Christ  is  the  only  one  who  can  heal  the 
leprosy  of  sin. 

Verse  14.  God  often  tries  our  faith,  then 
he  rewards  it. 

Verse  17.  Where  are  the  nine  for  whom 
Christ  died  as  well  as  for  the  Christian  ? 

The  greatest  good  is  often  found  where 
least  expected. 

Whenever  we  see  a  man  remarkably  un¬ 
grateful,  we  may  assuredly  infer  from 
thence  that  there  is  no  true  sense  of  reli¬ 
gion  in  that  person. — South. 

It  is  the  character  of  an  unworthy  nature 
to  write  injuries  in  marble,  and  benefits  in 
dust. — Palmer. 

Salvation  is  a  making  the  soul  whole, — 
relieving  it  of  the  imperfections  and  dis¬ 
eases  and  losses  of  sin. 

By  faith,  and  never  without  faith,  can  the 
soul  be  made  whole. 

The  Cry  of  Distress. 

Introduction.  How  the  sorrows  of  life 
unite  and  bring  men  together . 

I.  This  cry  was  unanimously  raised  ; 

II.  Graciously  heard. — Lange. 


GREaT  Contrasts  in  the  History  of  thu 
ten  Lepers. 

1.  Great  misery  on  the  one  side,  great 
mercy  on  the  other ; 

II.  Great  ingratitude  of  many,  great  thank¬ 
fulness  of  one  ; 

III.  Israel  blessed  with  benefits,  but  re¬ 
jected  through  their  own  fault ;  the  stran¬ 
ger  praised  and  accepted. 

The  Melancholy  Question. 

Where  are  the  nine  ? 

I.  What  were  they  once? 

II.  Where  are  they  now  ? 

III.  What  will  they  be  hereafter? — Law¬ 
rence. 

Ingratitude  is  the  World’s  Reward. 
This  is 

I.  An  experience  gained  in  the  world  ; 

II.  An  accusation  preferred  against  the 
world  ; 

III.  A  shame  lying  upon  the  world  ; 

IV.  A  harm  arising  for  the  world. — W. 
Otto. 

What  is  the  faith  that  has  any  trub 
saving  power  ? 

A  faith  which  is 
I.  Humble  in  entreaty  ; 

II.  Courageous  in  approaching  ; 

III.  Joyful  in  thanksgiving. — Lange. 


QUESTIONS. 


When  and  where  did  this  miracle  take 
place  ? 

11.  By  what  road  or  route  did  he  go  ? 
Where  was  Samaria  ? 

Where  was  Galilee  ? 

12.  Who  met  him  near  a  village  ? 

Why  did  they  stand  afar  off?  Lev. 
xiii.  46. 

Is  leprosy  cureable  by  any  human 
means  ?  2  Kings  v.  7. 

13.  What  did  the  they  ask  of  Jesus  ? 

What  prayer  should  the  sinner  offer  ? 
Why  did  they  think  Jesus  could  help 

them  ? 

14.  What  did  Jesus  bid  them  do  ? 


What  occurred  as  they  obeyed  ? 

15.  What  did  one  of  them  now  do  ? 

What  was  proven  by  his  loud  voice  ? 

16.  How  did  he  express  his  gratitude  ? 

Of  what  nation  was  this  leper  ? 

17.  What  question  did  Christ  ask  ? 

What  had  became  of  the  other  nine  ? 

18.  What  is  the  true  way  of  glorifying 

God  ? 

Why  was  he  called  a  stranger  ? 

19.  What  did  Christ  tell  him  now  to  do  ? 
What  had  his  faith  done  for  him  ? 
What  is  faith  ?  John  xiv.  1. 

Can  we  be  saved  by  faith  ?  John  iii.  16. 


LESSON  VI.— NOVEMBER  10.— WHOM  THE  LORD  RECEIVES. 

Luke  xviii.  9-17.  Golden  Text. — Luke  xviii.  17.” 

9  And  he  spake  this  parable  unto  certain  10  Two  men  went  up  into  the  temple  to 
which  trusted  in  themselves  that  they  were  pray  ;  the  one  a  PharT-see,  and  the  other  a 
righteous  and  despised  others.  publican. 
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11  The  PharT-see  stood  and  prayed  thus 
with  himself.  God,  I  thank  thee  that  I  am  not 
as  other  men  are ,  extortioners,  unjust,  adul¬ 
terers,  or  even  as  this  publican. 

12  I  fast  twice  in  the  week,  I  give  tithes  of 
all  that  I  possess. 

13.  And  the  publican,  standing  afar  offj 
would  not  lift  up  so  much  as  Ms  eyes  unto 
heaven,  but  smote  upon  his  breast,  saying,  God 
be  merciful  to  me  a  sinner. 

14  I  tell  you,  this  man  went  down  to  his 
house  justilied  rather  than  the  other:  for 


every  one  that  exalteth  himself  shall  be  abas¬ 
ed  ;  and  he  that  humbleth  himself  shall  be  ex¬ 
alted. 

15  And  they  brought  unto  him  also  infants, 
that  he  would  touch  them  :  but  when  his  dis¬ 
ciples  saw  it,  they  rebuked  them. 

Ill  But  Je'sus  called  them  unto  him,  and 
said,  Suffer  little  children  to  come  unto  me, 
and  forbid  them  not :  for  of  such  is  the  king¬ 
dom  of  God. 

17  Verily  I  say  unto  you,  Whosoever  shall 
not  receive  the  kingdom  of  God  as  a  little 
child  shall  in  no  wise  enter  therein. 


GOLDEN  TEXT  — Verily  I  say  unto  you,  Whosoever  shall  not  receive  the  kingdom 
of  God  as  a  little  child  shall  in  no  wise  enter  therein.  Luke  xviii.  17. 

TOPICS  —The  proud  pharisee.  The  humble  publican.  The  little  children. 


PARAPHRASE 

9.  He  also  spake  this  other  parable  to 
certain  persons  who,  like  the  proud,  self- 
justifying  Pharisees,  with  an  arrogant  con¬ 
ceit  of  their  own  merit,  trusted  in  them¬ 
selves  that  they  were  righteous,  and  de¬ 
spised  others  as  reprobates. 

10.  There  were,  said  he,  two  men  who 
went  up  to  the  temple  to  pray  there,  choos¬ 
ing  to  offer  up  their  particular  devotions 
at  that  sacred  place  ;  and  the  one  of  them 
was  a  Pharisee,  one  of  that  sect  so  greatly 
honored  among  you,  and  the  other  a  publi¬ 
can,  whom  you  are  used  to  number  with 
the  most  contemptible  of  mankind. 

11.  And  the  Pharisee,  standing  by  him¬ 
self  at  as  great  a  distance  as  he  could  from 
the  miserable  sinner  who  had  entered  the 
temple  with  him,  as  if  he  feared  being  pol¬ 
luted  by  touching  him,  or  any  other  person 
less  holy  than  himself,  prayed  in  this  man¬ 
ner  :  O  God,  I  thank  thee  that  I  am  not  as 
the  generality  of  other  men  are,  but  have 
always  had  the  grace  to  withstand  those 
vile  temptations  which  conquer  and  enslave 
them  ;  so  that  I  am  not  like  the  rapacious, 
unjust,  adulterous  generation  among  whom 
I  live,  or  even  like  this  wretched  publican 
that  stands  there  at  a  distance,  who  prob¬ 
ably  is  all  this,  and  more  : 

12  Thou  knowest,  O  Lord ,  that  I  am 
zealous  in  all  the  traditions  of  the  elders  ; 
that  in  conformity  to  them  I  fast  twice 
a-week  ;  and  with  the  greatest  strictness  I 
pay  tithes  of  all  that  I  possess,  not  except¬ 
ing  even  the  very  herbs  of  my  garden. 


OF  THE  TEXT. 

(Compare  Matt,  xxiii.  23,  and  Luke  xi.  42.) 
Thus  the  Pharisee  offered  his  devotions, 
standing  as  near  as  he  could  to  the  court  of 
the  priests ;  confident  in  his  own  distin¬ 
guished  sanctity,  and  desirous  to  be  ob¬ 
served  by  others. 

13.  But  the  poor  humble  publican,, 
standing  afar  off  in  the  court  of  the  Gen¬ 
tiles,  as  unworthy  to  be  numbered  among 
God’s  people,  and  much  more  unworthy  to 
appear  in  the  presence  of  so  holy  a  Deity, 
would  not  so  much  as  lirt  up  his  eyes  to 
heaven,  the  habitation  of  the  divine  holi¬ 
ness  and  glory  ;  but  smote  on  his  breast,  in 
token  of  the  bitterest  remorse  and  deepest 
humiliation,  saying,  O  God,  1  entreat  thee 
be  merciful  to  me,  a  miserable  sinner,  who 
acknowledge  that  I  have  nothing  to  hope 
bur  from  the  riches  of  thine  unmerited  and 
forfeited  goodness. 

14.  Now,  added  our  Lord,  l  say  unto 
you,  and  I  would  have  you  diligently  ob¬ 
serve  it,  that  this  poor,  humble,  self-abasing 
man  went  down  to  his  house  justified  rather 
than  the  other  :  and  would  have  been  far 
more  acceptable  in  the  sight  of  God  than 
the  Pharisee,  if  he  had  indeed  been  that 
moral  upright  man  he  pretended  :  even  in 
that  case  his  pride  and  confidence  in  his  own 
righteousness  would  have  blasted  all ;  for 
every  one  that  exalteth  himself  shall  be 
abased,  but  he  that  humbleth  himself  shall 
be  exalted  ;  as  nothing  is  more  hateful  to 
God  than  pride,  and  nothing  more  amiable 
than  lowliness  of  mind. 
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ANALYSIS  OF  THE  LESSON. 


The  Parable  of  the  Pharisee  and  the 
Publican. 

I.  The  persons  to  whom  the  parable  was 
spoken  and  described  :  9 

1.  As  to  their  numbers,  certain  ones  ; 

2.  As  to  their  characters,  that  they 

a.  Regarded  themselves  righteous  ; 

b.  Despised  others  ; 

II.  The  parable  itself,  in  which  is  repre¬ 
sented 

1.  The  simultaneous  visit  to  the  temple 

of  two  persons  : 

a.  The  object  which  they  both  had  in 

view  ;  to  pray  ;  10 

b.  The  persons  who  did  this  ; 

2.  The  different  kinds  of  prayer  of 

these  two  persons  : 
a.  The  prayer  of  the  Pharisee  is 
described  : 

(1)  As  to  the  posture  of  the  sup¬ 

pliant  ;  11 

(2)  As  to  the  import  of  his  prayer  ; 

it  was 

(a)  Apparently  a  prayer  of 
thansgiving  ; 

•  (b)  In  reality  a  despising  of 
others  : 

[1]  In  general,  not  like  other 

men  ; 

[2]  In  particular,  extortioners 

this  Publican ; 

(c)  A  boasting  of  his  good 
works  : 

[1]  Fasting  ;  12 


[2]  Giving  of  tithes  : 
b.  The  prayer  of  the  publican  is 
described  :  13 

(1 )  As  to  the  place  where  he  prayed ; 

(2)  As  to  the  posture  of  the  sup¬ 

pliant  as  a  token  of 

(а)  His  humility  ; 

(б)  His  penitence  ; 

(3)  As  to  its  import  ; 

III.  Christ's  judgment  on  the  conduct  of 
these  two  persons  : 

1.  Of  the  publican  ;  14 

2.  Of  the  Pharisee  ; 

IY.  The  ground  of  this  judgment  is  the 
righteous  action  of  God  : 

1.  In  regard  to  the  proud  : 

a.  What  they  do  ;  exalt  themselves  ; 

b.  What  shall  be  clone  to  them  ;  They 

shall  be  abased  ; 

2.  In  regard  to  the  humble  : 

a.  What  they  do;  humble  themselves; 

b.  What  shall  be  done  to  them  ;  They 

shall  be  exalted. 

The  Children  Brought  to  Christ. 

I.  The  good  intentions  of  those  who 
brought  them  ;  15 

II.  The  ill-advised  zeal  of  the  disciples  ; 

III.  The  benevolent  disposition  of  Christ, 
as  he 

1.  Called  the  children  to  himself  ;  16 

2.  Pronounced  them  heirs  of  the  king¬ 

dom  of  heaven  ; 

3.  Set  them  as  an  example  to  others  ;  17 

— Starke. 


HISTORICAL  CONNECTION. 


There  are  some  people  who  think  that 
they  are  very  good  themselves,  and  despise 
others.  To  such  Jesus  told  the  parable  of 
the  Pharisee  and  the  publican  who  went  to 
the  temple  to  pray.  The  Pharisees  used  a 
great  many  forms,  and  prayed  often  where 
they  would  be  seen ;  they  pretended  to  a 
great  deal  of  religion,  but  it  was  all  outside 
show.  The  publicans  gathered  the  public 
taxes,  which  were  ordered  by  the  Roman 
emperor.  The  Jews  did  not  want  to  pay 
this  money,  and  so  they  hated  the  publicans 
who  collected  it  ;  and,  indeed,  they  often 
were  wicked  men  who  forced  others  to  pay 
more  than  was  just. 

The  Pharisee  stood  by  himself  and  prayed 
a  proud  prayer,  thanking  God  that  he  was 
not  a  sinner  like  other  men,  or  even  like 
this  publican,  and  boasting  of  what  he  did  ; 
while  the  publican  stood  afar  off  with  his 
eyes  cast  down,  as  if  afraid  to  look  toward 
heaven,  where  a  holy  God  was.  He  did  not 
try  to  hide  his  guilt,  but  cried  out,  “God  be 


merciful  to  me  a  sinner.”  And  he  struck 
himself  on  his  breast,  as  the  Jews  did  when 
a  dear  friend  was  dead,  to  show  that  his 
grief  for  his  sins  was  like  the  grief  of  those 
who  mourned  for  their  dead. 

Which  of  these  two  do  you  think  the 
Lord  would  receive — the  one  who  thought 
himself  great,  or  the  humble  one  ?  Jesus 
taught  this  same  lesson  in  still  another  way. 
Some  little  children  were  brought  to  Jesus 
that  he  should  put  his  hands  on  them  and 
pray.  But  when  they  came  the  disciples 
were  disputing  about  who  should  be  great¬ 
est,  and  scolded  the  mothers,  and  would 
have  sent  them  away.  But  Jesus  was  much 
displeased  with  his  disciples  for  speaking 
so  unkiudly,  and  he  said  “Suffer  little  cbil_ 
dren  to  come  unto  me,  and  forbid  them 
not ;  for  of  such  is  the  kingdom  of  God.” 
Then  he  took  the  little  ones  up  in  his  arms 
and  blessed  them,  and  said  that  whoever 
did  not  become  as  little  children,  could  not 
enter  the  kingdom  of  heaven. — Kennedy. 
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BLACKBOARD  EXERCISES. 


Tlie  stocks  of  wheat 
in  the  illustration  re¬ 
present  two  charac¬ 
ters  ;  one  is  the  Phari¬ 
see,  the  other  is  the 
Publican.  The  Phari¬ 
see  stood  in  the  temple 
with  uplifted  head, 
and  prayed,  feeling 
proud  and  self-right¬ 
eous,  thinking  himself 
much  better  than  the 
one  who  bowed  his 
head  in  humility  be¬ 
fore  God .  But  God  is 
no  respector  of  per¬ 
sons  ;  his  harvest  will 
come  ;  the  reaper  cuts 
the  grain,  and  it  goes 
into  the  separator. 
Thefan  blows  the  chaff 
and  the  wheat  which 
is  too  light,  away  and 
scatters  it  abroad.  But 
the  good  wheat  is 
saved.  If  we  want  to 
be  with  Christwe  must 
bumble  ourselves,  not 
boast  of  our  gooddeeds 
and  think  ourselves 
ibove  others  ;  lie  that 
exalteth  himself  shall 
be  abased.  The  little 
lamb  represents  inno¬ 
cence,  harmlessness, 
childlikeness.  If  we 
want  toget  to  heaven, 
we  must  have  a  child¬ 
like  spirit ;  then  Jesus 
will  receive  us.  Read 
the  16th  verse  of  the 
lesson. — C.  F.  Lindig. 


EXPLANATORY  NOTES. 


The  time  when  this  parable  was  spoken  is 
supposed  to  have  been  in  the  winter  or 
spring  of  A.  D.  30. 

9.  This  parable.  This  is  the  story  of  an 
every  day  occurrence.  It  is  uot  related  as 
an  actual  historical  occurrence,  because  the 
two  men  stand  for  two  classes,  and  their 
conduct  illustrates  a  general  spiritual  truth. 

- — Riddle 

Unto  certain.  He  had  before  spoken  to- 
•the  disciples,  exhorting  to  perseverance  in 
prayer  ;  now  he  deters  certain  persons  from 
rashness  and  self-confidence. — Bengel. 

We  may  suppose  the  parable  was  spoken 
not  directly  to  the  Pharisees,  but  to  certain 
of  his  disciples  who  were  in  danger  of  fall¬ 
ing  into  the  sins  of  the  Pharisees. 


Whilst  listening  to  the  Lord’s  severe 
treatment  of  the  Pharisees,  they  would  be 
likely  to  say,  “Ah  !  we  are  free  from  that 
sin  ;  and  what  sorry  fellows  these  Pharisees 
are  !”  Thus  they  fell  into  Phariseeism  by 
their  pride  of  heart  at  not  being  tainted 
with  it,  and  by  their  contempt  of  those 
who  were  tainted. 

Trusted  in  themselves  that  they  were  right¬ 
eous.  Self-righteousness  was  the  chief 
error.  Righteousness  comes  from  God,  not 
from  our  attempts  at  morality. 

Despised  others.  Others  who  were  not 
externally  righteous  as  themselves,  disdain¬ 
ing  them,  making  nothing  of  them,  treat¬ 
ing  them  with  contempt. 

This  was  the  character  of  the  Pharisees. 
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They  trusted  in  their  outward  conformity 
to  the  ceremonies  of  the  law.  They  consid¬ 
ered  all  who  did  not  do  that  as  sinners. — 
Barnes. 

This  is  the  true  character  of  self-right¬ 
eousness.  Men  of  that  stamp  always 
despise  all  others.  They  think  they  are 
far  above  them  in  holiness,  and  are  disposed 
to  say  to  them,  stand  by  thyself,  for  I  am 
holier  than  thou.  Is.  lxv.  5. 

Pharsiee.  One  of  the  sects  which  claimed 
to  be  peculiarly  religious  ;  observed  scrupu¬ 
lously  not  only  the  law,  but  also  tradition. 
With  all  their  show  of  religion  they  were 
exceedingly  proud  and  self-righteous,  and 
our  Lord  denounced  them  with  great 
severity  as  “hypocrites.”  Matt.  23  :  13-33. 

Publican.  One  who  undertook  tin.  col¬ 
lection  of  public  taxes,  a  tax-gatherer  ;  re¬ 
garded  with  special  abhorrence  by  the  Jews, 
who  would  not  eat  with  publicans  nor  enter 
their  houses,  and  forbade  them  from  enter¬ 
ing  the  synagogues  or  taking  any  part  in 
public  prayer. 

It. .  The  Pharisee  stood.  Standing  was 
the  ordinary  posture  of  prayer  among  the 
Jews.  See  Matt.  vi.  5.  The  publican  also 
stood. 

To  pray  standing  was  the  manner  of  the 
Jews  (1  Kings  8  :  22.  2  Chron.  6  :  12. 

Matt.  6 :  5.  Mark  11  :  23),  though  in 
moments  of  more  than  ordinary  humiliation 
or  emotion  of  heart,  they  changed  this 
attitude  for  one  of  kneeling  or  prostration 
(Dan.  6  :  10.  2  Chron.  6  :  13.  Acts  9  :  40. 
— Trench. 

The  Greek  implies  something  more  than 
a  standing  posture  simply ;  he  went  to  a 
prominent  place,  put  himself  into  the  usual 
erect  position  of  prayer,  with  upturned  face 
and  eyes,  and  open  palms  extended  heaven¬ 
ward. — M’Cook. 

And  grayed.  Or  rather  boasted.  His 
performance  is  divided  into  two  parts.  Un¬ 
der  the  form  of  thanks,  he,  1,  enumerates 
the  bad  things  that  the  rest  of  men  are,  but 
he  is  not  :  2,  enumerates  the  good  things  he 
does.  And  there  he  closes. — Whedon. 

With  himself ;  i.  e.,  he  said  over  to  him¬ 
self  what  he  had  done.  Undoubtedly  his 
prayer  never  ascended  higher  than  himself. 

God,  I  thank  thee.  But  he  did  not  thank 
God :  he  only  boasted.  We  may  truly 
thank  God  for  moral  excellence  (1  Cor.  xv. 


9,  10),  but  such  thanksgiving  springs  from 
the  deepest  humility. 

I  am  not  as  other  men.  As  the  rest  of 
men.  He  makes  two  classes  of  men  ;  into 
the  one  he  throws  the  whole  human  race  ; 
the  other  and  better  class,  it  seems,  con¬ 
sists  of  himself  alone. — Bengel. 

Self-righteousness  despises  not  only  others, 
but  most  others,  in  order  thus  to  exalt  self, 
and  that,  too,  even  before  God.  This  is  as 
natural  and  common  as  it  is  foolish. — Rid¬ 
dle. 

It  is  indeed  a  most  just  subject  for  thank¬ 
fulness  to  have  been  kept  by  God’s  grace 
from  graveand  deadly  sins.  But  in  such 
thankfulness  the  sinner  sees  chiefly  two 
things — the  utter  weakness  and  sinfulness 
of  his  own  nature,  and  the  mercy  of  God  in 
preserving  such  a  weakand  sinful  nature  from 
great  falls.  The  Pharisee  saw  nothing  of 
the  corruption  of  his  own  heart.  He  sim¬ 
ply  thought  himself  far  better  than  other 
men,  and  with  self-complacent  pride  thanks 
God  for  this — which  in  his  heart  he  plainly 
looked  upon  as  his  own  great  merit.  How 
differently  does  Saint  Paul  speak  of  him¬ 
self  and  his  abundant  labors.  “By  the 
grace  of  God  I  am  what  I  am”  . . .  ,1  labored 
more  abundantly  than  they  all,  yet  not  I, 
but  the  grace  of  God  which  was  with  me.” 
1  Cor.  xv.  10. 

Extortioners.  Making  unjust  gains,  for 
instance  by  charging  heavy  interest  on 
money  lent  by  them. 

He  begins  to  classify  “the  rest  of  men.” 
Those  who  extort  money  from  others  are 
rightly  condemned  ;  though  in  a  country 
where  wealth  is  rapidly  acquired,  many 
have  not  so  good  judgment  on  this  point  as 
this  Pharisee. 

These  violate  the  eighth  commandment, 
taking  from  men  more  than  their  due. 
They  who  extort,  that  is,  take  more  than 
what  is  right  for  then-  goods  or  their  ser¬ 
vices,  are  indeed  hateful  to  God. — Jacobus. 

Unjust :  meaning  here,  those  who  act  il¬ 
legally  rather  than  immorally. 

Adulterers.  To  be  understood  literally. 
He  was  not  an  adulterer,  but  avoided  every 
species  of  uncleanness. 

How  solemn  the  truth  that  all  this  may 
be  true  of  a  man  who  is  yet  far  from  the 
kingdom  of  God. 

Or  even  this  publican.  Doubtless  congrat- 
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ulating  liimself  that  he  had  no  need  to  beat 
his  breast,  or  cast  his  eyes  in  shame  to  the 
floor,  because  Ire  had  done  nothing  to  call 
for  this. — Nevin. 

The  wretched  pride  and  scornfulness  of 
the  Pharisee  here  breaks  out,  and  shows 
that,  however  his  tongue  might  be  thanking 
God,  his  heart  was  only  boasting  of  his  own 
excellencies. 

12.  If  ant  twice  ;  on  Mondays  and  Thurs¬ 
days,  the  second  and  fifth  days  of  the  week  ; 
this  was  a  voluntary  self-denial,  as  the  only 
prescribed  fast  for  the  year  was  on  the 
great  day  of  atonement.  Lev.  xvi.  29  ;  Num. 
xxix.  7. 

This  fasting  twice  a  week  was  observed 
by  the  Pharisees  for  reflecting  on  the  as¬ 
cent  of  Moses  to  Mount  Sinai,  when  he 
went  to  receive  the  law,  and  on  his  return 
hence.  This  observance  they  accounted 
meritorious. 

I  give  tithes  of  all  that  I  possess.  Tithe 
means  the  tenth.  The  law  required  a  tenth 
part  of  the  fruits  of  the  field,  flocks,  and 
herds  (Lev.  xxvii.  30  ;  Num.  xviii.  21  ; 
Deut.  xiv.  32  ;  but  see  also  Gen.  xiv.  20 ; 
xxviii.  22). 

God  required  his  people  to  tithe  the  fruits 
of  the  olive  and  vine,  the  sheaves  of  the 
field,  and  the  produce  of  their  flocks  ;  the 
sacrifice  of  the  Pharisee  rose  above  the  re¬ 
quirements  of  the  law.  Anise,  and  cum¬ 
min  and  other  common  pot-herbs  were  all 
scrupulously  tithed. 

In  this  proud,  arrogant  man  we  see  the 
spirit  of  self-righteousness  fully  developed. 
Although  they  may  not*  come, out  so  prom¬ 
inently,  the  elements  of  his  character  are 
in  all  who  trust  in  themselves  for  salvation. 
— Guthrie. 

The  following  from  Bereshith  Rabba, 
will  illustrate  this  Pharisaic  pride  :  Rabbi 
Simeon,  the  son  of  Jochai  said  :  The  world 
is  not  worth  thirty  righteous  persons  such 
as  our  father  Abraham.  If  there  were  only 
thirty  righteous  persons  in  the  world,  I  and 
my  son  should  make  two  of  them  ;  and  if 
there  were  only  twenty,  I  and  my  son  would 
be  of  the  number  ;  and  if  there  were  but 
ten,  I  and  my  son  would  be  of  the  number  ; 
and  if  there  were  but  five,  I  and  my  son  would 
be  of  the  five  ;  and  if  there  were  but  two,  I 
and  my  son  would  be  those  two  ;  and  if  there 
were  but  one;  myself  should  be  that  one. 


$ 

13.  Standing  afar  off.  lie  stood  in  the 
court,  probably  the  same  court  with  the 
Pharisee,  which  was  outside  of  the  holy 
place  in  the  temple. — Jacobus. 

Not  afar  off  from  God,  for  the  Lord  is 
nigh  unto  them  that  are  of  a  contrite  heart. 
— Augustine. 

He  stood  afar  off,  not  that  he  was  a  pros¬ 
elyte  or  a  heathen,  or  had  not  full  right  to 
approach,  for  undoubtedly  he  also  was  a 
Jew;  but  in  reverent  awe,  not  presuming 
to  press  nearer  to  the  holy  place,  for  he 
knew  something  of  the  holiness  of  God  and 
of  his  own  sinfulness  and  defilement. — 
Trench. 

Standing.  The  common  posture  in  prayer. 
We  surely  owe  it  to  God  and  ourselves  to 
place  our  bodies  in  some  acceptable  attitude 
of  devotion.  Standing  and  kneeling  and 
prostration  have  abundant  sanction  in  the 
word  of  God  and  in  Christian  practice,  but 
on  what  principle  can  sitting  bolt  upright 
be  defended  ?  Those  who  cannot  stand  in 
public  prayer  and  will  not  kneel  should  at 
least  bow  or  prostrate  themselves  before  the 
Lord,  like  good  old  Jacob,  who  sat  upon  his 
bed  (Gen.  xlviii.  2),  and  worshiped  leaning 
upon  the  top  of  his  staff.  Heb.  xi.  21. 

Not  lift  up  his  eyes.  He  lifted  up  his 
heart  indeed  to  God,  in  holy  desires,  but, 
through  shame  and  humiliation,  he  did  not 
lift  up  his  eyes  in  holy  confidence  and 
courage. 

This  contrasts  with  the  ceremony  and 
gestures  of  the  Pharisees  (See  Matt.  vi.  5). 

The  manner  here  indicates  the  matter  of 
his  prayer. — Jacobus. 

The  Pharisee  had  probably  lifted  both 
eyes  and  hands  towards  heaven  as  was  cus¬ 
tomary  ;  but  the  publican  felt  himself 
unworthy  to  do  this. — Riddle. 

Smote  upon  his  breast.  This  was  the 
usual  mode  of  expressing  great  grief. 

It  was  the  outward  expression  of  the 
penitent’s  sorrow  for  sin  and  sense  of  ex¬ 
posedness  to  God’s  righteous  displeasure. 

“The  sinner’s  heart  first  smites  him  in  a 
penitent  rebuke  (2  Sam.  xxiv.  10)  and  then 
he  smites  his  heart  with  penitent  remorse.” 

Where  the  pain  is,  there  the  hand  goes. — 
Bengel. 

Better  is  a  heart  melted  than  one  merely 
crushed  with  terror  and  fear.  The  sand 
into  which  the  rock  is  crushed  retains  its 
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hardness  ;  the  heart  from  stone  made  flesh, 
pleases  God  as  liis  work,  and  gives  him 
greater  glory. — Bengel. 

Merciful  to  me  a  sinner.  Literally,  “to 
me  the  sinful  one.”  The  Pharisee  had 
singled  himself  out  as  the  most  emitent  of 
saints,  or  indeed  as  the  one  holy  one  in  the 
world,  so  the  publican  singles  himself  out 
as  the  chief  of  sinners,  the  man  in  whom 
all  sins  have  met. 

“Who  in  that  moment  when  he  is  first 
truly  convinced  of  sins  thinks  any  other 
man's  sins  equal  to  his  own  ? — Trench. 

A  Sinner.  Nay,  the  sinner.  I  have 
sinned  beyond  all  my  fellows  !  Is  there 
mercy,  Lord,  for  the  sinner,  even  me  ? — 
M’Cook. 

This  is  the  prayer  that  is  acceptable  to 
God.  When  we  are  willing  to  confess  and 
forsake  our  sins,  we  shall  find  mercy.  The 
publican  was  willing  to  do  this. — Barnes. 

Prayer  has  four  elements — adoration,  con¬ 
fession,  thanksgiving,  petition.  I  hold  that 
we  must  always  add  a  fifth  part,  namely, 
total  self-surrender. — Joseph  Cook. 

14.  I  tell  you.  This  is  the  solemn  ap¬ 
plication  on  the  part  of  Christ  himself,  who 
claims  the  right  to  judge  in  such  cases. 

This  man . -justified.  That  is,  accepted 

and  approved  in  the  sight  of  God. 

Of  course  it  is  not  meant  that  the  prayer 
of  the  publican  justified  him.  He  was  jus 
titled,  forgiven,  his  sin  pardoned,  his  guilt 
remitted  by  that  mercy  which  he  had 
invoked  ;  but  it  was  mercy  in  answer  to 
prayer.  Rom.  iii.  26. 

Went  down  to  his  house.  Not  merely  was 
he  justified  in  the  secret,  unsearchable 
counsels  of  God  ;  but  he  returned  to  his 
home  with  a  sweet  sense  of  forgive¬ 
ness  shed  abroad  in  his  heart.  How  great, 
sudden,  and  happy  a  change  ! 

Bather  than  the  other.  Certainly  the 
Pharisee  was  not  justified  ;  he  did  not 
think  that  he  needed  it  ;  he  did  not  ask 
for  it. 

This  does  not  mean  “’more"  justified  than 
the  other,  for  the  Pharisee  was  not  justified 
at  all,  but  instead  of  the  other. 

The  dying  words  of  Grocius  were,  “Lord, 
that  publican  am  I.” 

Exalteth  himself,  that  raises  himself  high 
in  his  own  esteem,  as  the  self-righteous 
Pharisee  had  done. 


Abased  ;  shall  be  cast  down  in  the  thought 
of  God.  God  will  humble  such  an  one  by 
declaring  him  not  righteous. 

Humbleth  himself ,  as  the  publican  had 
done. 

Shall  be  exalted ,  by  God,  who  hears  and 
answers  his  humble,  penitent  prayer. 

Whosoever  exalteth  himself  because  of 
his  merits,  Ijjie  Lord  will  abase  :  he  who 
humbleth  himself  on  account  of  his  mer¬ 
cies.  the  Lord  will  exalt. 

What  does  God  do?  Humbles  the  proud 
and  exalts  the  lowly. — JEsop. 

The  Pharisee  was  abased  by  the  absence 
of  and  blessing  from  God.  The  publican 
was  exalted  by  the  gift  of  pardon  and  peace. 
Thus  was  the  last  first  and  the  first  last. 

15.  They  brought  unto  him  infants.  The 
accounts  do  not  state  by  whom  they  were 
brought ;  but  probably  by  their  parents. 

Here  Luke’s  account  again  becomes  par¬ 
allel  with  Matthew  and  Mark  after  a  diverg¬ 
ence  of  nine  chapters.  See  Matt.  xix.  13-15. 
Mark  x.  43-16. 

Not  content  with  having  received  a  bless¬ 
ing  for  themselves,  they  entreat  this  now 
for  their  little  ones  also.  This  scene  is  the 
more  touching,  since  it  was  at  the  same 
time  a  scene  of  farewell. — Van  Oosterzee. 

That  he  would  touch  them  ;  or,  as  more 
fully  in  Matthew,  “  put  his  hands  on  them, 
and  pray,”  or  invoke  a  “blessing”  on  them 
(Mark  x.  16),  according  to  venerable  custom 
((Gen.  xlviii.  14,  15). 

As  Jesus  healed  by  the  laying  on  of  hands, 
this  was  a  recognition  of  his  power  to  bless 
the  childen,  and  also  of  their  need  of  such 
a  blessing. — Riddle. 

Disciples  rebuked  them.  That  is,  they 
rebuked  the  mothers  who  brought  them  to 
Jesus. 

They  seem  to  have  acted  in  the  mistaken 
view  that  because  an  infant  is  too  young  to 
understand  anything  it  is  therefore  too 
young  to  receive  any  spiritual  gift  or  bless¬ 
ing,  and  therefore  they  did  not  wish  to  have 
the  Savior  troubled  with  them  or  his  con¬ 
versation  interrupted. 

Mark  mentions  the  great  displeasure  of 
the  Lord  at  this  conduct  of  the  disciples. 
“But  when  Jesus  saw  it,  he  was  much  dis¬ 
pleased.”  Mark  x.  14. 

16.  Called  them  unto  him.  He  called  the 
infants,  but  they  could  only  obey  when 
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brought  by  their  parents.  This  point  is 
significant. 

The  opposition  between  the  friendly  coun¬ 
tenance  of  the  Master  and  the  contracted 
brow  of  the  disciples  is  indescribably  beau¬ 
tiful. — Nevin. 

Suffer  little  children  to  come  unto  me.  This 
shows  that  some  were  children,  while 
others  were  yet  in  their  infancy. 

Our  Lord  does  not  merely  say  suffer  these 
children,  but  suffers  all  little  children  to 
come  unto  me.  He  was  not  only  not 
offended,  but  delighted  with  the  presence 
of  the  little  Ones. — Nevin. 

Mark  says  he  took  them  up  in  his  arms, 
put  his  hands  upon  them  and  blessed  them. 
Mark  x.  16. 

Forbid  them  not ;  as  the  disciples  had  just 
done,  and  as  too  many  have  done  in  later 
days. 

Of  such  is  the  kingdom  of  God.  Here  is 
the  reason  given  why  children  should  be 
brought. 

This  text  is  a  plain  intimation  that  chil¬ 
dren  may  be  Christians,  and  that  heaven  is 
full  of  such.  Probably  a  majority  of  the 
redeemed  are  taken  home  to  Christ  in  in¬ 
fancy. 

But  Matt,  xviii.,  and  ver.  17  here,  point 
to  a  wider  application.  Actual  children  are 
in  the  kingdom  ;  but  all  in  it  are  of  a  child¬ 
like  spirit.  So  that  only  to  “  such,” 
whether  in  years  or  spirit,  “  belongetli  the 
kingdom  of  God.” 

17.  Whosoever,  Sfc.  Not  only  shall  many 
infants  be  brought  to  Christ ;  but  adults,  to 


enter  the  kingdom,  to  come  to  him,  must 
become  like  them. 

The  kingdom  of  God.  This  does  not 
mean  “heaven,”  but  the  kingdom  from 
heaven,  from  God,  heavenly  rule  through 
Christ. 

As  a  little  child.  The  point  of  likeness 
is  not  innocence,  but  humble  dependence, 
compare  Matt,  xviii.  4. 

Shall  in  no  wise  inter  therein.  This  dis¬ 
position  is  therefore  essential.  The  parable 
emphasized  the  penitence  of  those  whom 
the  Lord  receives;  this  points  out  the  trust¬ 
ful  dependence  of  those  who  receive  the 
Lord.  They  are  but  two  sides  of  the  same 
thing. — Riddle. 

While  we  are  not  to  be  like  children  iD 
their  inconsiderateness,  or  ignorance,  or  iu- 
consistancy,  we  are  to  resemble  in 

1.  Exemption  from  prejudice  ; 

2.  In  sincerity,  simplicity  or  artlessness  ; 

3.  In  humility ; 

4.  In  freedom  from  covetous  desires  ; 

5.  Iu  a  teachable  spirit ; 

6.  In  a  meek  and  loving  spirit,  without 
malice  ; 

7.  Without  dependence  on  our  own  works, 
as  children  have  nothing  whereon  to  de¬ 
pend  ; 

8.  In  faith,  as  children  readily  believe 
their  parents ; 

9.  In  prayer,  as  children  ask  their  par¬ 
ents,  expecting  to  receive  ; 

10.  In  submission,  as  children  are  not 
without  trials  and  discipline  ro  which  they 
are  subjected. — Nevin. 


PRACTICAL  REFLECTIONS. 


Tiie  Pharisee  and  the  Pubeican. 

I.  The  one  so  gives  thanks  that  he  for¬ 
gets  prayer  ;  the  other  so  prays  that 
lie  can  afterwards  give  thanks  ; 

II.  The  one  compares  himself  with  other 
men  ;  the  other  considers  himself  in 
the  mirror  of  the  law  ; 

III.  The  one  recounts  his  virtues  ;  the  other 

cannot  reckon  up  his  sins  ; 

IV.  The  one  keeps  with  all  his  virtues  his 

evil  conscience  at  the  bottom ;  the 
other  receives  with  all  his  sins  the 
full  assurance  of  justification. — 
Lange. 

Near  to  God  but  par  from  Man. 

I.  The  outward  marks  of  the  publican’s 


penitence  : 

1.  Stood  afar  off.  Not  from  God  ; 

2.  His  eyes  down-cast.  Sin  hung  heav¬ 

ily  upon  them  ; 

3.  lie  smote  upon  his  breast.  The  sign 

of  self-reproach  ; 

II.  His  inward  conviction  : 

1.  A  great  sinner  ;  2.  Willful;  3.  Often 
warned  ;  4.  Helpless  ; 

III.  His  earnest  prayer,  “God  be  merciful 

1.  He  addressed  to  the  Almighty  ; 

2.  He  asked  for  himself  alone  ; 

3.  He  trusted  in  God’s  mercy. — Stems 

&  Twigs. 

The  Blessing  op  the  Children. 

I.  Earnestly  requested  ; 
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Children  are  specially  Susceptible  of 
II.  Hastily  denied  :  Spiritual  Influences. 

III.  Graciously  granted  ;  I.  Confidence,  instead  of  skepticism  ; 

IV.  Abidingly  confirmed. — Lange.  II.  Self-surrender,  instead  of  distrust ; 

III.  Truth,  instead  of  hypocrisy  ; 

IV.  Modesty  and  humility,  instead  of  pride. 


QUESTIONS. 


9.  To  whom  was  this  parable  spoken  ? 
What  did  they  think  of  themselves? 
What  did  they  think  of  others  ? 

10.  Who  were  the  Pharisees  ? 

Who  were  the  Publicans  ? 

For  what  purpose  did  the  two  men  go 
into  the  temple  ? 

11.  What  posture  did  the  Pharisee  assume 

when  he  prayed  ? 

What  did  he  thank  God  for  ? 

Of  what  sins  did  he  accuse  other  people  ? 
Whom  did  he  specify  as  a  sinner  ? 

12.  Of  what  good  works  did  he  boast  ? 
What  did  Solomon  say  of  praising  one¬ 
self?  Prov.  xxvi.  12. 

What  does  Paul  say  excludes  all  boast¬ 
ing  ?  Rom.  iii.  27. 

13.  Where  did  the  publican  stand  ? 

Wrhat  outward  signs  of  penitence  did 
he  sho^  ? 

What  was  his  prayer  ? 


14.  Which  of  these  two  men  was  justified  ? 
Who  shall  be  abased  ? 

Who  shall  be  exalted  ? 

What  is  the  promise  of  the  Lord  to  the 
humble  and  contrile  man?  Is.  lvii.  15. 

15.  W  ho  were  brought  to  Jesus  then  ? 

W  hat  did  they  wish  him  to  do  to  them  ? 

Compare  Matt.  xix.  13. 

What  did  the  disciples  say  to  those  who 
brought  them ? 

16.  What  did  Jesus  do  ? 

What  did  he  say  to  the  disciples  ? 

What  reason  did  he  give  for  receiving 
the  children  ? 

17.  "Whitt  must  all  become  like  who  would 

enter  the  kingdom  of  heaven  ? 

WTiat  does  the  phrase  “kingdom  of 
God  ”  here  mean  ? 

How  must  we  resemble  children  if  we 
would  enter  this  kingdom  ? 


LESSON  VII.— NOV.  17.— ZACCHEUS,  THE  PUBLICAN. 
Luke  xix.  1-10.  Golden  Text. — Luke  xix.  10. 


1  And  Je'sus  entered  and  passed  through 
Jer'i-cho. 

2  And,  behold,  there  was  a  man  named 
Zac-che'us,  which  was  the  chief  among  the 
publicans,  and  he  was  rich. 

3  And  he  sought  to  see  Je'sus  who  he  was  ; 
and  could  not  for  the  press,  because  he  was 
little  of  stature. 

4  And  he  ran  before,  and  climed  up  into  a 
sycamore-tree  to  see  him  :  for  he  was  to  pass 
that  way. 

5  And  when  Je'sus  came  to  the  place,  he 
looked  up  and  saw  him,  and  said  unto  him, 
Zac-ehe'us,  make  haste,  and  come  down ;  for 
to-day  I  must  abide  at  thy  house. 


6  And  he  made  haste,  and  came  down,  and 
received  him  joyfully. 

7  And  when  they  saw  it,  they  all  mur¬ 
mured,  saying,  That  he  was  gone  to  be  guest 
with  a  man  that  is  a  sinner. 

8  And  Zac-che'us  stood,  and  said  unto  the 
Lord ;  Behold,  Lord,  the  half  of  my  goods  I 
give  to  the  poor;  and  if  I  have  taken  anything 
from  any  man  by  false  accusation,  I  restore  him 
fourfold. 

9  And  Je'sus  said  unto  him;  This  day  is 
salvation  come  to  this  house,  forasmuch  as  he 
also  is  a  son  of  A'bra-bam. 

10  For  the  Son  of  man  is  come  to  seek  and 
to  save  that  which  was  lost. 


GOLDEN  TEXT. — The  Son  of  man  is  come  to  seek  and  to  save  that  which  was 
lost.  Luke  xix.  10. 

TOPICS. — Seeking.  Sought.  Saved. 


PARAPHRASE  OF  THE  TEXT. 

1.  And  presently  the  news  of  this  sur-  lowed  him  from  thence  ;  and  this  new  in- 
prising  miracle  was  spread  abroad  ;  and  stance  he  had  given  of  his  miraculous  power 
Jesus  having  entered,  as  was  said  before,  increased  his  fame  through  all  the  neighbor- 
into  the  city,  and  having  passed  through  hood,  and  drew  the  multitude,  as  he  passed 
Jericho,  a  vast  number  of  people  had  fol-  along,  in  crowds  about  him. 
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2.  And  as  he  thus  proceeded  on  his  jour¬ 
ney,  behold,  another  most  remarkable  oc¬ 
curence  happened,  in  which  the  efficacy  of 
his  grace  was  signally  displayed  ;  for  there 
was  a  man  in  that  country  whose  name  was 
Zaccheus,  who  was  the  chief  among  the 
publicans,  or  head  collector  of  the  customs 
in  those  parts ;  and,  having  heaped  up 
abundance  of  wealth  by  his  gainful  employ¬ 
ment,  he  was  very  rich. 

3.  And  the  great  things  which  he  had 
heard  of  Jesus  made  such  a  powerful  im¬ 
pression  on  his  mind,  that  when  he  was  in¬ 
formed  that  he  was  coming  that  way,  he 
diligently  sought  an  opportunity  to  see  this 
celebrated  Jesus,  what  sort  of  a  person  he 
was  ;  but  he  could  not  compass  his  design 
because  of  the  crowd  about  him  ;  for  he 
himself  was  very  little  of  stature. 

4.  And  running  before  the  rest  of 
the  company,  without  regarding  what  they 
might  think  or  say  of  him,  he  gut  up  into  a 
sycamore-tree,  that  he  might  see  him  dis¬ 
tinctly  ;  for  he  perceived  he  was  to  pass 
that  way,  and  the  tree  stood  so  near  the 
road  that  he  must  go  close  by  it. 

5.  And  Jesus,  when  he  came  to  the 
place  where  he  was,  looked  up  and  saw 
him  ;  and  knowing  his  disposition,  charac¬ 
ter,  and  circumstances,  lie  immediately 
said  to  him,  Zaccheus,  make  haste  and 
come  down  ;  for  to-day  I  design  thee  a 
visit,  and  must  abide  for  a  while  at  thine 
house  ;  and  fully  satisfied  that  I  shall  be  a 
welcome  guest,  I  take  the  liberty  to  invite 
myself  thither. 

C.  And  Zaccheus  was  so  overjoyed  that 
Jesus  should  distinguish  him  in  such  a  man¬ 
ner,  that  be  came  down  with  all  the  speed 
he  could,  and  gladly  entertained  him  at  his 
house,  thinking  himself  highly  honored  by 
the  presence  of  so  excellent  a  Person. 

7.  And  the  Pharisees  and  other  self-con¬ 
ceited  persons  who  saw  it,  were  very  much 
offended  at  the  particular  regard  that  Je¬ 
sus  showed  him  ;  and  they  all  murmured, 
saying,  He  is  gone  to  refresh  himself  at  a 


ANALYSIS  OF 

The  Conversion  of  Zaccheus. 

I.  Zaccheus’  desire  to  see  Jesus  ; 

1 .  The  opportunity  given  him  for  this  :  1 

2.  His  person  is  described  • 


man’s  house  who  is  certainly  a  notorious 
sinner,  since  he  follows  the  scandalous  em 
ployment  of  a  publican. 

8.  But  as  Zaccheus  now  was  quite 
another  man  than  he  had  been  before,  and 
divine  grace  had  changed  his  heart,  that  he 
might  fully  obviate  these  reflections,  and 
manifest  the  truth  of  his  conversion  he 
stood  forth  in  the  face  of  all  the  company, 
and  said  to  the  Lord  with  great  reverence 
and  affection,  Behold,  O  Lord,  I  acknowl¬ 
edge  the  sins  of  my  past  life,  and  desire  to 
testify  my  repentance  for  them,  by  an  en¬ 
tire  and  immediate  reformation  ;  as  the 
first-fruits  of  winch,  I  openly  declare  that 
the  half  of  my  goods  I  give  to  the  poor  ; 
and  out  of  the  remainder,  if  I  wrongfully 
have  taken  anything  from  any  man  by  in¬ 
jurious  charges  or  oppressive  claims,  I  am 
ready,  not  only  to  restore  a  fifth  part  more 
than  the  principle,  ( which  is  all  that  the 
law  requires  in  such  cases  besides  the  tres¬ 
pass-offering,  Lev.  vi.  2-5,  and  Num.  v.  7, 
8)  but  even  to  return  him  four-fold. 

9.  And  Jesus  said  to  Zaccheus,  and  to 
them  that  were  about  him,  Surely  to-day  is 
salvation  come  to  this  house  ;  and  it  is  ev- 
evidently  to  be  seen  that  spiritual  blessings 
are  imparted  to  it,  and  designed  for  it, 
when  such  a  penitent  and  religious  temper 
is  expressed  :  since,  notwithstanding  all  the 
sins  he  has  commited,  it  is  now  manifest 
that  even  this  man  also  is  a  true  son  of 
Abraham,  not  only  descended  lineally  from 
him,  but  of  a  character  in  some  measure 
worthy  of  so  honorable  a  descent. 

10.  And  therefore,  notwithstanding  all 
your  murmurings,  I  rejoice  in  the  conse¬ 
quences  of  this  happy  visit  to  him,  as  an¬ 
swering  the  great  purposes  of  my  life  ;  for 
the  Son  of  Man,  as  I  have  formerly  de¬ 
clared,  (Matt,  xviii.  11),  is  come  to  seek 
and  to  save  that  which  was  lost  ;  and  it  is 
the  great  design  of  his  abode  on  earth  to 
recover  those  who  like  this  poor  Zaccheus 
in  his  unconverted  state,  were  wandering  in 
the  way  to  everlasting  ruin. 

THE  LESSON. 

a.  As  to  his  name  ;  2. 

b.  As  to  his  office  and  wealth  ; 

3.  The  desire  of  this  man  : 

a.  What  he  desired,  To  see  Jesus  ;  3. 
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b.  The  hinderances,  The  press  of  the 

people  and  his  smallness  of  stat¬ 
ure  ; 

c.  How  lie  attained  his  desire  ;  4. 

II.  Christ's  entrance  into  the  house  of  Zae- 
cheus,  was 

1.  Spoken  against ;  5. 

2.  Nevertheless  accomplished  ;  6. 

3.  Murmured  against,  and  looked  upon 

with  jealousy  ;  7. 


The  confession  of  Zaccheus  was  made 

1.  Openly  ;  S. 

2.  Penitently  :  he  manifested 

a.  Faith  ; 

b.  Sorrow  for  sin  : 

c.  New  detemination  ; 

The  consoling  words  of  Christ  in  rela>- 
tion 

1.  To  the  penitent  Zaccheus  ;  9. 

2.  To  the  murmuring  Pharisees  ;  10. — 

Starke. 


HISTORICAL  CONNECTION. 


Jesus  restored  the  sight  of  a  blind  beg¬ 
gar,  named  Bartimeus,  who  sat  by  the 
roadside  near  the  city  of  Jericho.  The 
news  of  this  spread  abroad  and  a  great 
crowd  came  out  to  see  Jesus  as  he  passed 
through  Jericho.  A  rich  man,  named  Zac¬ 
cheus,  lived  there,  who  wanted  very  much 
to  see  Jesus.  His  business  was  to  collect 
the  public  taxes,  so  he  was  called  a  publican, 
and  he  was  set  over  all  the  other  publicans. 
The  Jews  did  not  want  to  pay  this  money, 
so  they  hated  the  men  who  collected  it.  But 
Zaccheus  had  heard  that  Jesus  treated  them 
very  kindly,  and  that  he  had  even  called  a 
publican,  named  Matthew,  to  be  one  of  his 
disciples.  So  he  tiled  to  see  this  strange 
man,  but  the  crowd  pressed. around  him  on 
all  sides,  and  he  was  very  short  and  could 
not  see  over  their  heads  ;  so  he  ran  on  and 
climbed  a  sycamore  tree,  which  stood  by 
the  side  of  the  road  where  Jesus  was  to 
pass.  Perhaps  Zaccheus  thought  he  would 
be  hid  among  the  leaves  ;  but  when  Jesus 
came,  he  looked  up  into  the  tree  and  spoke  : 


“  Zaccheus,  make  haste  and  come  down,  for 
to-day  1  must  abide  at  thy  house.”  He  saw 
that  Jesus  knew  his  name  and  where  lie 
lived,  and  all  about  him.  He  got  down 
quickly  and  hurried  joyfully  to  his  house  to 
receive  his  great  visitor.  But  when  the 
people  saw  Jesus  go  to  the  publican’s  house, 
they  murmured,  “  He  is  gone  to  visit  a  man 
that  is  a  sinner.”  It  was  true  Zaccheus 
had  been  wicked,  he  had  charged  more 
taxes  than  he  ought,  and  had  grown  rich 
by  being  thus  dishonest.  But  now  he  felt 
very  sorry  for  all  that,  and  said  to  Jesus, 
“  Behold.  Lord,  I  give  half  my  goods  to  the 
poor  ;  and  if  I  have  ever  made  any  one  pay 
more  than  he  ought,  I  will  give  him  back 
four  times  as  much.”  Jesus  was  pleased, 
and  said  that  salvation  had  come  to  that 
family  that  day  because  they  believed  like 
Abraham.  But  Jesus  knew  what  the  peo¬ 
ple  outside  were  saying  ;  but  he  had  come 
to  sinners,  and  he  said,  “The  Son  of  man 
is  come  to  seek  and  to  save  that  which  is 
lost.” — Kennedy. 
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I  compare  Zacclieus  to  a  captain  of  a  ship 
that  was  out  on  a  voyage  and  is  drifting 
n  ar  to  the  land.  He  sees  the  critical  con¬ 
dition  he  is  in  ;  there  is  danger  ahead  ; 
there  are  rocks  and  sand-hanks  before  him  ; 
he  knows  that  without  a  guide  he  can  not 
make  the  harbor  ;  his  only  hope  of  safety 
is  in  a  pilot.  But  no  pilot  is  in  sight ;  he 
therefore  climbs  up  the  mast  and  looks  in 
every  di recti  n  :  At  last  he  sees  a  little 
white  sail  in  the  distance,  steering  towards 
him.  Jesus  signals  for  him  to  come  down, 


and  that  he  will  he  on  hoard  his  ship.  He 
obeys  and  receives  the  Captain  of  Salvation, 
gives  up  the  vessel  to  his  care  and  direc¬ 
tion,  and  he  lands  him  safe  in  the  haven  of 
rest’. 

So  with  the  sinner  ;  no  matter  how  small 
and  of  low  condition,  if  he  looks  for  Jesus, 
he  will  iind  him  ;  for  he  is  “passing  by.” 
If  we  help  ourselves,  God  will  help  us. 
Make  the  effort  and  you  will  succeed. — 
C.  F.  Lindig. 


EXPLANAT<  >RY  NOTES. 


The  conversion  of  Zacclieus  took  place  at 
Jericho,  while  Jesus  was  on  his  way  to  Jeru¬ 
salem  to  attend  the  Passover,  the  last  one 
that  he  attended  ;  it  is  supposed  to  have 
been  on  Friday,  a  week  before  the  crucifix¬ 
ion. 

1.  Passed  through  Jericho.  The  great 
road  from  Perea,  or  the  country  east  of  the 
Jordan,  passed  through  Jericho  to  Jeru¬ 
salem. 

Jericho.  A  city  in  the  plain  of  the  Jor¬ 
dan,  15  English  miles  north-east  of  Jerusa¬ 
lem  ;  taken  by  Joshua,  Josh.  vi. ;  rebuilt  500 
years  later  by  Hiel,  1  Kings  xvi.  34  ;  Herod 
the  Great  adorned  the  New  Testament  Jer¬ 
icho,  a  mile  and  a-half  from  the  site  of  the 
old  one.  It  was  a  rich,  populous,  and  busy 
city  in  Christ’s  time.  A  miserable  little 
village  now  marks  the  site. — Rice. 

2.  Zacclieus.  A  Hebrew  word,  meaning 
pure,  with  a  Greek  termination  ;  a  common 
name  among  the  Jews. 

The  name  occurs  in  Ezra  ii.  9.  Nell,  vii- 
14.  He  was  not  a  Gentile,  but  a  Jew  (see 
verse  9). — Alfokd. 

According  to  a  tradition  he  became  first 
bishop  of  Casarea  in  Palestine. 

Chief  among  publicans.  Chief-publican  ; 
overseer  of  the  publicans,  and  perhaps 
agent  of  the  Roman  tax-farmers  of  the 
country. 

The  tax-farmer  was  one  who  bought  of 
the  government,  for  a  sum  laid  down,  the 
right  to  collect  the  taxes.  This  oppressive 
method  is  still  in  use. 

Jericho  would  yield  considerable  revenue, 
both  from  the  balsam  there  produced,  and 
from  the  important  traffic  which  existed 
between  Perea  and  Judaea. 


Rich.  Ill-gotten  riches  some  of  it  was 
(verse  8).  Jesus  cared  alike  for  rich  and 
poor,  ever  looking  at  the  man ,  and  not  his 
possessions. 

Josephus  says  the  palm-groves  of  Jericho 
and  its  gardens  of  balsam  were  given  as  a 
source  of  revenue  by  Antony  to  Cleopatra, 
and  on  account  of  their  value,  were  after¬ 
ward  redeemed  by  Herod  for  his  own  bene¬ 
fit. 

3.  Bought  to  see  Jesus.  He  felt  a  strong 
desire  to  see  Jesus  of  whose  kindness  to  his 
despised  order  he  had  doubtless  heard  much 

* 

from  other  publicans,  and  who  had,  in  fact, 
a  publican  as  one  of  his  disciples. 

Possibly  moved  partly  by  curiosity  ;  but 
more  likely,  having  heard  of  Jesus  and  his 
work,  he  felt  a  longing  in  his  soul  for  some¬ 
thing  better  than  he  possessed,  was  not  sat¬ 
isfied  with  himself,  and  had  an  undefined 
feeling  that  somehow  there  was  help  for 
him  from  this  wonderful  man  whose  doings 
were  in  the  mouths  of  every  one. 

Who  he  was.  What  kind  of  a  person.  Is 
he  one  of  the  old  prophets,  or  is  he  the 
Messiah  ?  He  knew  that  his  name  was 
Jesus,  that  is,  Savior,'  and  in  some  degree 
trusted  that  he  could  save  his  people  from 
their  sins. — Whedon. 

To  see  which  one  in  the  crowd  was  the 
Teacher,  of  whom  he  had  heard  much,  but 
whom  he  had  never  seen. 

For  the  press.  The  great  crowds  follow¬ 
ing  Jesus  :  many  were  on  their  way  to  the 
feast  of  the  passover. 

Little  of  stature.  The  narrative  is  simple 
and  natural.  One  of  a  small  stature  must 
press  very  close. 

The  impediments  hinder  the  conversion 
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of  many  a  sinner  :  The  crowd  of  the  world 
and  its  affairs,  and  the  littleness  of  the 
heart  of  man  for  the  things  of  salvation. — 
Nevin. 

4.  Ran  before;  or,  “ran  on  before.” 
This  shows  great  desire  on  the  part  of  a 
wealthy  man. 

A  sycamore  tree.  The  Greek  name  of  the 
tree  is  transferred  into  English,  but  the 
proper  spelling  is  sycomore,  as  in  the  older 
editions  of  our  Bible. 

Our  sycamore  tree  is  not  at  all  like  the 
one  here  referred  to.  It  was  the  Egyptian 
fig-tree,  and  is  called  sycomore,  which 
means  “fig-mulberry,”  because  its  leaf  was 
like  that  of  the  mulberry.  The  “sycamine- 
tree”  (chap.xvii.  6)  was  a  mulberry,  though 
some  identify  that  with  the  sycamore. 

As  this  tree  has  low,  horizontal  branches, 
it  would  be  easy  to  climb.  “  The  fruit  is, 
according  to  the  accounts  of  travellers, 
pleasant  and  sweet  tasting.  But  here  the 
sycamore  bears  a  fruit  of  the  noblest  and 
rarest  kind,  which  is  to  ripen  for  the 
refreshment  of  Jesus.”— Van  Oosterzee. 

To  pass  that  way.  This  explanation  may 
seem  unnecessary  ;  but  it  indicates  that  the 
way  to  be  taken  by  Jesus  was  well  known. 
This  favors  the  view  that  he  was  now  on 
the  direct  journey  to  Jerusalem  (compare 
ver.  11). 

He  held  to  his  purpose  and  flanked  the 
obstacles  which  he  could  not  override. 
Soul,  if  the  crowd  hinder  thy  view  of 
Christ,  do  thou  leave  the  crowd  and  place 
thyself  where  thy  view  shall  be  unob¬ 
scured.  And  yet  it  is  not  of  him  that  wil- 
leth  nor  of  him  that  runneth,  but  of  God 
that  showeth  mercy. — M’Cook. 

Dr.  Thompson  thus  describes  a  sycamore 
tree  :  “  Nothing  is  easier  than  to  climb  a 
sycamore  ;  here  is  a  score  of  boys  and  girls 
in  this  one  ;  and  as  its  giant  arms  stretch 
quite  across  the  road,  those  on  them  can 
look  directly  down  upon  the  crowd  passing 
beneath.  It  is  admirably  adapted  to  the 
purpose  for  which  Zaccheus  selected  it.” 

5.  Looked  up  and  saw  him.  By  the  very 
exceptional  nature  of  his  position  Zaccheus 
strikes  the  eye  of  all.  His  name  goes  from 
mouth  to  mouth.  One  shows  him  to  another, 
and  therefore  in  an  entirely  natural  way  the 
Savior’s  look  is  directed  upon  Zaccheus. — 
Van  Oosterzee. 


No  one  sets  out  to  seek  Christ,  but  be 
finds  Christ  already  seeking  him.  Like  the 
prodigal's  father,  he  sees  him  a  great  way 
off,  and  runs  to  meet  him  witli  welcomes  ' 
and  embraces. — Jacobus. 

Zaccheus,  This  direct  address  by 

name  strongly  indicates  that  the  recognition 
was  due  to  superhuman  knowledge. 

Any  previous  acquaintance  is  out  of  the 
question,  since  ver.  3  implies  that  Zaccheus 
had  never  seen  Jesus. 

The  knowledge  of  the  heart  of  the  publi¬ 
can,  which  our  Lord  here  displays,  is  far 
more  remarkable  than  the  knowledge  of  his 
name.  '• 

The  same  divine  knowledge  that  search-  , 
eth  the  heart  of  Nathaniel,  John  i.  48,  and ! 
saw  in  him  an  Israelite  without  guile, 
searches  the  heart  of  Zaccheus,  and  detects 
in  the  midst  of  its  stains  an  honest  love  of  / 
himself  and  longing  after  something  better.  ; 

Lord,  look  in  pity  upon  me  also,  and  i 
name  my  worthless  name  before  the  eternal 
fat  her  !— M’Cook. 

Make  haste.  He  had  made  haste  in  run-  , 
niug  on  before,  and  his  eagerness  is  now  , 
commended  by  this  request. 

Abide  at  thy  house.  Remain  there,  or  put 
up  with  him.  This  was  an  honor  which 
Zaccheus  did  not  expect.  1 

The  utmost,  it  seems,  which  he  aimed  at,  / 
was  to  see  Jesus  ;  but  iustea  I  of  that  Jesus 
proposed  to  remain  with  him  and  give  him 
the  benefit  of  his  personal  instruction. 
It  is  but  one  among  a  thousand  instances, 
where  the  Savior  goes  on  bestowing  mercies,  : 
far  beyond  the  desert,  the  desire,  or  the  ex¬ 
pectation  of  men. — Barnes.  j 

This  does  not  imply  that  Jesus  intended 
to  remain  over  night,  or  for  any  great  length 
of  time.  It  is  far  more  probable  that  he 
chose  the  house  of  Zaccheus  as  the  place 
for  the  noonday  rest  which  was  usual  for 
travellers  in  that  climate.  In  that  case  he  1 
went  on  to  the  neighborhood  of  Bethany 
during  the  afternoon  (Friday),  the  distance 
not  being  more  than  fifteen  miles.  The 
supper  at  Bethany  was  on  Saturday  eve- 1 
ning  (John  xii.  1,  2),  and  the  journey  from  . 
Jericho  would  hardly  be  made  on  the  Jew. 
ish  Sabbath. — Riddle. 

The  phrase  “I  must”  deserves  notice. 
In  our  Lord’s  life  every  thing  was  ordered 
according  to  a  divine  plan  ;  and  significance  : 
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is  to  be  attached  to  each  event,  e  specially 
those  of  the  last  days,  of  which  so  complete 
a  record  has  been  made.  This  rest  in  Jeri¬ 
cho  was  necessary,  it  may  easily  be  seen,  to 
bring  the  other  events  into  their  proper 
place,  especially  the  entrance  into  Jerusa¬ 
lem  on  the  very  day  when  the  paschal  lamb 
was  set  apart  for  sacrifice,  tenth  day  of  Ni- 
san. 

Bat  there  is  another  thought,  equally 
important :  our  Savior  could  say  of  him¬ 
self.  “  I  must.”  There  was  a  moral  neces¬ 
sity  of  love  constraining  him  to  stop  in 
Jericho,  to  seek  and  save  this  publican  who 
had  shown  spiritual  longings.  He  paused 
to  show  mercy,  even  while  on  the  way  to 
his  greatest  work  of  mercy. — Riddle. 

6.  Received  him  joyfully.  He  had  now 
seen  who  he  was,  and  he  wished  to  hear 
what  he  was,  and  therefore  he  rejoiced  in 
the  honor  that  God  had  now  conferred  upon 
him,  leading  the  Savior’s  way  to  the  courts 
nf  his  home. 

Where  one  really  wishes  to  leave  sin,  and 
come  to  Christ,  then  noth  ing  is  so  joyful  as 
repenting,  and  receiving  Christ,  and  living 
in  love. 

This,  as  well  as  the  previous  obedience, 
shows  that  the  publican  had  felt  something 
more  than  an  idle  curiosity  to  see  Jesus  ; 
yet,  whatever  his  feeling  might  have  been 
before,  it  had  now  been  strengthened  and 
blessed  by  the  presence  and  words  of  our 
Lord. — Riddle. 

7.  They  all  murmured.  The  murmurs 
probably  came  from  the  crowd  of  curious 
Jews  who  followed  him,  among  them  many 
priests,  no  doubt,  since  Jericho  was  a 
priestly  city. 

To  he  a  guest ;  or  lodger,  something  more 
than  merely  “eating  with  ”  such.  Luke 
xv.  2,  and  he  had  gone  there  self-invited. 

A  sinner.  This  referred  both  to  his 
office,  vile  in  the  ejes  of  a  Jew,  and  a  char¬ 
acter,  which,  it  was  evident,  was  not  good. 
— J.  F.  &  B. 

The  most  important  fact  is  the  cavil  of 
the  crowd  ;  at  every  step  now  He  “endured 
such  contradiction  of  sinners  against  him¬ 
self”  (Heb.  xii.  3),  and,  worst  of  all,  con. 
tradiction  from  self-righteous  sinners. 

,  8.  And  Zaccheus  stood ;  or,  “  stood 
forth”  (as  in  chap,  xviii.  11,  Lesson  VI.). 
He  takes  a  prominent  position,  not  out  of 


piide,  but  to  make  open  declaration  of  his 
grateful  resolve. 

The  half  of  my  goods.  This  probably 
means  half  of  his  income,  not  half  of  his 
property.  Even  this  far  exceeded  the  re¬ 
quirements  of  tlie  Mosaic  law. 

The  law  required  a  fifth  part  of  one's 
goods  to  be  given  in  charity.  It  is  not 
unlikely  that  Zaccheus  may  have  heard  of 
the  parable  lately  spoken  on  this  subject 
(cli.  xvi.  0),  and  so  may  have  sought  to 
make  himself  friends  by  the  perishing 
mammon. 

The  idea  is  not  that  this  was  his  habit. 
but  his  purpose  and  resolve.  This,  there¬ 
fore,  is  no  boasting  declaration  of  his  own 
righteousness,  but  a  confession  of  disciple- 
ship,  and  a  mark  of  repentance. 

Zaccheus  is  not,  as  some  strangely  con¬ 
strue  him,  telling  what  he  has  heretofore 
been  accustomed  to  do  ;  but  what  it  is  now 
a  part  of  his  new  life  to  do:  “I  hereby 
give.” — Whedon. 

If  I  have.  That  is,  so  far  as  I  have. 
This  does  not  imply  doubt ;  the  form  is 
often  used  to  express  the  most  positive 
facts. 

By  false  accusation.  Have  wrongfully 
exacted  anything  of  any  one. 

Under  the  system  of  taxgathering  which 
then  prevailed,  nothing  would  be  more 
common  than  such  unfair  exaction.  There 
is  not  the  slightest  evidence  that  Zaccheus 
was  an  exception  to  this  rule  ;  indeed  his 
words  rather  indicate  that  he  had  done  this 
so  often  as  to  make  it  impossible  to  recall 
single  cases  of  it. — Riddle 

I  restate  fourfold.  The  restriction  com¬ 
manded  in  the  case  of  theft  was  from  dou¬ 
ble  to  fivefold  (Exod.  xxii.  1-7);  so  that 
this  amounts  to  a  confession  of  theft  on  the 
part  of  the  penitent  publican. 

The  Roman  law  required  this  :  the  Jew¬ 
ish  law,  but  the  principal  and  a  fifth  more 
(Num.  v.  7).  There  was  no  demand  made 
for  either ;  but  as  if  to  revenge  himself  on 
hitherto  reigning  sin  (see  John  xx.  28),  and 
to  testify  the  change  he  had  experienced, 
besides  surrendering  the  half  of  his  fair 
gains  to  the  poor,  voluntarily  determines  to 
give  up  all  that  was  ill-gotten,  quadrupled. 
He  gratefully  addressed  this  to  the  “Lord,” 
to  whom  he  owed  the  wonderful  change. — 
J.  F.  and  B. 
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You  say  if  people  are  converted  suddenly, 
they  won't  hold  out.  Zaccheus  held  out 
long  enough  to  restore  fourfold.  We  should 
like  to  have  a  work  that  reaches  men’s 
pockets.  I  can  imagine  one  of  his  servants 
going  to  a  neighbor  next  morning,  with  a 
check  for  £10  ',  and  handing  it  over.  ‘  What 
is  this  for?” — “Oh  !  my  master  defrauded 
you  of  £25  a  few  years  ago,  and  this  is  res¬ 
titution  money.”  That  woul 1  give  confi¬ 
dence  in  Zaccheus’  conversion. — -D.  L.  M. 

9.  Unto  him.  Our  Lord  speaks  to  him, 
as  well  as  of  him.  Even  though  what  was 
said  seems  addressed  to  the  others  who 
were  present,  his  look  was  towards  Zac¬ 
cheus. 

This  day;  or;  “to-day,”  as  in  ver.  5. 
Hence  we  infer  that  this  took  place  the 
sa  ne  day. 

Salvation.  In  the  full  sense,  Christ’s 
salvation  :  Salvation  has  here  its  highest 
spiritual  sense  of  deliverance  from  sin  and 
its  consequences,  and  the  bestowment  of 
eternal  life  and  blessedness  in  the  kingdom 
of  Christ. 

Salvation  has  come  to  the  house  of  the 
publican,  not  because  that  house  had  re¬ 
ceived  one  of  Christ’s  visits,  but  because 
he,  the  master  of  the  house,  had  begun  to 
live  a  new  life,  having  received  Christ  into 
bis  heart,  and  purposing  henceforth  to  live 
a  godly  life.  He  was  saved  from  sin  to  life 
eternal. 


A  son  of  Abraham.  Though  despised  by 
the  multitude,  he  lias  his  rights  as  a  Jew, 
and  has  availed  himself  of  them  by  re¬ 
ceiving  his  Lord  in  faith  and  humility. — 
Alford. 

10.  The  Son  of  man.  The  name  Ron  of 
man  is  given  to  Jesus  only  three  times  in 
the  New  Testament  (see  Acts  vii.  56.  Rev. 

i.  13;  xiv.  4),  except  by  himself.  When  he 
speaks,  of  himself,  this  is  the  most  common 
appellation  by  which  he  is  known. 

The  phrase  Son  of  God,  given  to  Christ, 
denotes  a  peculiar  connection  with  God 
(John  x.  36).  The  name  Son  of  man  prob¬ 
ably  denotes  a  corresponding  peculiar  con¬ 
nection  with  man.  Perhaps  he  used  it  to 
signify  the  interest  he  felt  in  man,  his  pecu¬ 
liar  love  and  friendship  for  him,  and  his 
willingness  to  devote  himself  to  the  best 
interests  of  the  race. — Barnes. 

Come  to  seek  and  to  save ,  &;c.  To  seek 
like  *he  shepherd  (ch.  xv.  4.  Compare  Matt, 
ix.  13  ;  xviii.  11),  to  save,  in  the  sense  of  to 
rescue. — Van  Oosterzee. 

The  very  office  of  redeeming  love  is  to 
save  the  lost,  those  that  cannot  save  them¬ 
selves.  Observe  the  implication,  (1)  that 
the  world  is  lost,  undone,  beyond  all  human 
help  ;  (2)  that  the  object  of  Christ’s  com¬ 
ing  was  not  (chiefly)  to  teach  or  to  legislate, 
but  to  save. — Abbott. 


PRACTICAL  REFLECTIONS. 


Zaccheus,  the  Longer  for  Salvation,  is 

I.  Courageously  bold  ; 

II.  Inwardly  rejoiced  ; 

IIT.  By  many  condemned  ; 

IV.  Highly  honored. 

The  little  Zaccheus  a  Great  Hero  of 
Faith. 

I.  How  longingiv  ho  waits  ; 

II.  How  frankly  lie  comes  t 

III.  How  bountifullly  he  thanks. 

Jesus  the  Friend  of  Man. 

I.  Towards  whom  he  reveals  his  love  ; 

II.  What  moves  him  thereto  ; 

III.  How  he  proceeds  ; 

IV.  What  effects  he  produces  ; 

V.  By  what  means  be  accomplishes  and 
crowns  bis  work. — Arnott. 

The  Duty  of  Restitution. 

I.  The  foundation  of  the  duty  of  restitu¬ 
tion  :  . 

1.  It  is  founded  on  the  very  nature  of 
justice  ; 


2.  Let  us  appeal  to  the  Holy  Scriptures 

(see  Ex.  xxii.  Lev.  vi.  Num.  v.)  ; 

3.  Restitution  is  a  duty  so  indispensable 

that  without  it  there  it  no  salvation; 

II.  What  is  necessary  for  the  performance 

of  this  duty  ? 

1.  If  we  have  ever  wronged  our  neigh¬ 

bor,  and  how  ; 

2.  Restitution  should  be  prompt  ; 

3.  Restitution  must  be  full  and  entire, 

— Kolloch. 

The  Lost  Found. 

I.  Who  are  the  lost  ?  Those  who 

1.  Have  failed  in  the  end  of  their  crea¬ 

tion  ; 

2.  Have  missed  their  way  to  happiness  ; 

3.  Are  powerless  to  rescue  themselves  ; 
II.  How  are  they  saved  ?  By 

1.  The  sacrifice  of  Christ  ; 

2.  His  personal  ministry  ; 

3.  The  agency  of  his  spirit  ; 

4.  The  communication  of  his  life  ; 

III.  Who  is  their  Savior  ? 
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1.  A  real  humanity  ;  3.  A  representative  humanity  ; 

2.  A  perfect  humanity  ;  4.  The  Divine  humanity. — Wythe. 


QUESTIONS. 


1.  Where  did  the  conversion  of  Zaccheus 

take  place  ? 

On  what  day  of  the  week  did  it  occur  ? 
Where  is  Jericho  ? 

2.  What  is  the  meaning  of  the  name  Zac- 

cheus ? 

What  was  his  occupation  ? 

What  is  said  of  his  possessions? 

3.  Whom  did  he  want  to  see? 

What  hindered  him  from  seeing  Jesus  ? 

4.  What  did  lie  do  that  he  might  see  him? 
What  is  a  sycamore  tree  ? 

What  does  God  promise  when  we  seek 
him  aright?  Jer.  xxix.  13. 

5.  What  did  Jesus  say  to  him  ? 

What  does  Jesus  promise  in  John  xiv. 
23? 


6.  How  did  Zaccheus  show  his  obedience  ? 

7.  What  did  the  people  of  Jericho  say  and 

do  when  they  saw  this  ? 

What  did  Jesus  say  about  calling  sin¬ 
ners  ?  Luke  v.  32. 

What  does  he  say  in  Rev.  iii.  20. 

8.  What  did  Zaccheus  reply  to  the  mur¬ 

murs  of  the  people  ? 

What  did  he  promise  to  give  ? 

What  is  the  Bible  test  of  sincerity  in 
our  repentance  ?  Matt.  iii.  8. 

.9.  What  did  Jesus  say  in  verse  9  ? 

With  whose  sons  did  he  number  him? 
10.  What  did  he  say  the  Son  of  man  had 
come  to  do  ? 

What  assurance  of  God's  approval  is 
promised  to  every  repentant  sinner  ? 


LESSON  VIII.— NOV.  24.— JUDAISM  OVERTHROWN. 
Luke  xxi.  8-21.  Golden  Text. — Luke  xix.  41. 


8  And  he  said,  Take  heed  that  ye  he  not 
deceived  :  for  many  shall  come  in  my  name, 
saying,  1  am  Christ;  and  the  time  draweth 
near  :  go  ye  not  therefore  after  them. 

9  But  when  ye  shall  hear  of  wars  and 
commotions,  be  not  terrified  :  for  these  things 
must  first  come  to  pass;  but  the  end  is  not  by 
and  by. 

10  Then  said  he  unto  them,  Nation  shall 
tise  against  nation,  and  kingdom  against 
kingdom : 

11  And  great  earthquakes  shall  be  in  divers 
places,  and  famines,  and  pestilences:  and  fear¬ 
ful  sights  and  great  signs  shall  there  be  from 
heaven. 

12  But  before  all  these,  they  shall  lay  their 
hands  on  you,  and  persecute  you,  delivering 
you  up  to  the  synagogues,  and  into  prisons, 
being  brought  before  kings  and  rulers  for  my 
i  ante’s  sake. 

13  And  it  shall  turn  to  you  fora  testimony. 


14  Settle  it  therefore  in  your  hearts,  not  to 
meditate  before  what  ye  shall  answer: 

15  For  I  will  give  you  a  mouth  and 
wisdom,  which  all  your  adversaries  shall  not 
be  able  to  gainsay  nor  resist. 

16  And  yeishall  be  betrayed  both  by  par¬ 
ents,  and  brethren,  and  kinsfolks,  and  friends; 
and  some  of  you  shall  they  cause  to  be  put  to 
death. 

17  And  ye  shall  be  hated  of  all  men  for 
mv  name’s  sake. 

19  But  there  shall  not  a  hair  of  your  head 
perish. 

•  19  In  your  patience  possess  ye  your  souls. 

20  And  when  ye  shall  see  Je-nPsa-lem 
compassed  with  armies,  then  know  that  the 
desolation  thereof  is  nigh 

21  Then  let  them  which  are  in  Ju-de'aflee 
to  the  mountains;  and  let  them  which  are  in 
the  midst  of  it  depart  out ;  and  let  not  them 
that  are  in  t lie  countries  ent  r  thereinto. 


GOLDEN  TEXT. — And  when  he  was  come  near,  he  beheld  the  city,  and  wept  over 
it  Luke  xix.  41. 

TOPICS.— Peril.  Protection. 


PARAPHRASE  OF  THE  TEXT. 

8.  Jesus  answered  the  questions  of  tlie  mission  ;  for  many  shall  come  in  my  name, 
disciples  in  regard  to  the  destruction  of  the  with  the  title  peculiar  to  me,  saying,  I  am 
temple  and  of  Judaism  :  As  to  the  event  the  Messiah,  and  the  time  of  deliverance 
concerning  which  you  now  inquire,  let  me  so  long  promised  and  so  long  expected  by 
in  the  first  place  caution  you  that  you  be  the  Jewish  people  is  now  come,  when  the 
careful  to  let  no  man  deceive  you  with  false  yoke  is  to  be  broken  olf  from  their  neck 
pretenses  to  a  divine  revelation  and  com-  and  their  enemies  are  to  be  subdued  under 
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them,  and  by  these  plausible  pretences  they 
shall  decieve  many  ;  but  do  not  therefore 
go  after  them,  for  all  their  promises  and 
hopes  will  be  in  vain,  and  sudden  destruc¬ 
tion  will  overtake  them  and  their  followers. 

9.  hut  when  ye  shall  hear  of  wars  and 
rumors  of  wars  among  the  Jews,  and  sedi¬ 
tions  raised  by  them  against  the  Romans, 
see  that  ye  be  not  troubled  and  terrified,  as 
if  the  great  event  which  I  have  now  fore¬ 
told  would  immediately  happen  ;  for  all 
these  things  must  first  come  to  pass,  and  be 
the  gradual  openings  of  it,  but  the  end  of 
them  in  the  utter  destruction  of  the  Jewish 
state  is  not  yet  ;  nay  some  of  you,  my  dis¬ 
ciples,  will  have  several  important  services 
to  perform  here  after  the  alarms  are  begun  ; 
services  which  even  by  means  of  these 
alarms  you  may  pursue  w  ith  some  peculiar 
advantages. 

10.  And  he  said  farther,  .1  uda:a  shall  not 
be  the  only  seat  of  war  at  that  time  for  in 
the  neighboring  countries  nation  shall  rise 
up  against  nation, 'and  kingdom  against 
kingdom,  and  in  consequence  of  these  wars 
there  shall  be  severe  famines  and  mortal 
pestilence  ; 

11.  And  there  shall  also  happen  great 
and  terrible  earthquakes  in  various  places, 
and  trouble  and  apprehension  of  mind  in 
the  apprehension  of  yet  greater  calamities. 
Here  at  home  there  shall  also  be  dreadful 
sights  and  great  signs  from  heaven  ;  partic¬ 
ularly  a  comet  like  a  flaming  sword  waving 
over  Jerusalem,  and  the  appearance  of  con¬ 
tending  armies  iu  the  air.  But  all  these 
things  are  only  the  beginning  of  those  sor¬ 
rows  and  alarms  that  will  issue  at  the  de¬ 
struction  of  Jerusalem. 

12.  But  be  ye  not  discouraged  from  per¬ 
sisting  in  the  truth  and  continuing  faithful 
in  your  regards  to  me  ;  for  before  all  these 
things  shall  happen  they  shall  lay  their 
violent  hands  upon  you  and  persecute  you 
with  the  greatest  cruelty  and  rage  ;  and 
shall  deliver  some  of  you  up  to  appear 
before  the  inferior  courts  in  the  synagogues, 
and  shall  cast  some  of  you  into  prison  to 
be  severely  scourged  and  otherwise  afflicted 
by  confinement  and  a  variety  of  hardships 
there  ;  and  indeed  they  shall  go  so  far  as  to 
kill  some  of  you,  in  a  few  years  ;  and  as  for 
the  rest,  ye  shall  be  generally  hated,  not 
only  by  the  Jews  here  at  home,  but  by  those 


abroad,  and  by  all  the  Gentile  nations  to 
whom  you  go,  and  ye  shall  be  brought 
before  rulers  and  kings  for  my  name’s  sake, 
and  for  a  testimony  against  them  that  the 
gospel  has  been  offered  to  them  in  the  most 
public  manner,  even  to  the  greatest  of  men 
to  whom  you  might  otherwise  have  had  no 
access. 

13.  And  it  shall  also  turn  to  you  for  a 
public  and  honorable  testimony  to  the  inno¬ 
cence  of  your  cause,  however  it  may  be 
misrepresented,  and  of  the  integrity  and 
uprightness  of  your  conduct. 

14.  But  when  they  shall  thus  bring  you 
before  governors  and  kings  and  prosecute 
you  as  criminals  in  the  courts,  settle  it  at 
such  times  in  your  hearts  as  a  constant 
rule,  not  to  draw  up  any  formal  speech  or 
premeditate  w  hat  answer,  or  apology  you 
shall  make,  be  not  anxiously  solicitous  be¬ 
forehand  what  you  shall  speak  in  your  de¬ 
fence  to  vindicate  yourselves  and  your  reli¬ 
gion  from  the  unrighteous  charges  and  as¬ 
persions  of  your  enemies  ;  but  whatever 
shall  be  given  in  to  you,  and  be  strongly 
suggested  to  your  minds  in  that  hour,  that 
speak  boldly  and  resolutely ;  for  it  is  not 
you  that  speak,  but  the  Holy  Spirit  himself, 
who  shall  assist  and  dictate  to  you. 

15.  For  it  is  really  my  cause  in  which 
you  are  engaged,  therefore  I  will  give  you 
a  mouth  to  plead  and  wisdom  to  answer 
whatever  they  allege  against  you,  which  all 
your  adversaries  shall  not  be  able  to  cont;  a- 
dict  or  withstand,  but  shall  be  astonished 
at  the  freedom  and  propriety  with  which 
you  shall  express  yourselves  according  to 
the  various  occasions  which  arise. 

16.  For  you,  my  apostles,  and  servants 
shall  be  betrayed  and  persecuted,  even  by 
parents  and  brethren  and  kindred,  and 
those  that  pretend  to  be  most  faithful  and 
affectionate  friends,  and  some  of  you  shall 
they  cause  to  be  slain  by  the  hand  of  public 
and  oppressive  violence. 

17.  And  indeed  this  temper  shall  so  gen¬ 
erally  prevail,  that  ye  shall  be  hated  by  al¬ 
most  all  ranks  and  orders  as  well  as  nations 
of  men,  for  the  sake  of  my  name  and  gos¬ 
pel,  though  they  can  find  nothing  else  to 
object  to  your  character,  or  accuse  in  your 
conduct ;  and  they  shall  treat  you  as  pub¬ 
lic  enemies;  while  you  are  acting  the  most 
generous  and  benevolent  part. 
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18.  But  in  the  midst  of  all  your  suffer¬ 
ings  be  courageous  and  cheerful,  as  know¬ 
ing  you  are  in  the  care  of  a  peculiar  and 
most  g'racious  Providence  ;  so  that  on  the 
whole,  you  shall  be  safe,  and  not  an  hair  of 
of  your  head  shall  utterly  perish,  or  fall  to 
the  ground  unregarded. 

19.  In  your  patience,  therefore,  possess 
ye  your  souls,  and  be  calm  and  serene,  the 
master  of  yourselves,  and  above  the  agita¬ 
tion  of  any  irrational,  or  disquieting  pas¬ 
sions. 

20.  When  ye  shall  see  Jerusalem  encom¬ 
passed  on  every  side  with  the  Roman  armies, 
and  the  abomination  of  desolation  spoken 
of  by  Daniel  the  prophet  (Dan.  ix.  27) 
standing  where  it  ought  not,  and  displayed 
in  an  holy  place,  that  is,  when  the  stand¬ 
ards  of  their  desolating  legions,  on  which 


they  bear  the  detestable  images  of  their 
idols,  are  planted  on  holy  ground  ;  then 
know  that  the  desolation  thereof  is  just 
approaching. 

21.  Now  I  s,ay,  when  you  see  this  sig¬ 
nal  then  let  them  that  are  in  Judea  flee,  as 
fast  as  they  can,  from  the  fortified  cities 
and  populous  towns,  into  the  wilderness, 
where  they  will  be  secure  ;  and  especially 
let  them  that  are  in  the  midst  of  Jerusalem, 
immediately  depart  out  of  it  before  their 
retreat  is  cut  off  by  the  union  of  the  ene¬ 
my’s  forces  near  that  centre  ;  and  let  not 
them  that  are  in  the  adjacent  countries 
by  any  means  attempt  to  enter  it  as  a  place 
of  safety  ;  for  all  its  strength  and  all  its 
sanctity  will  not  secure  its  inhabitants. — 
Doddkibge. 


ANALYSIS  OF 

The  Signs  of  Df.stkuction. 

I.  Apostacy  : 

1.  Against  which  Jesus  warns  ;  8 

2.  Which  he  describes  ; 

3.  Repeats  the  warning ;  go  ye  not  after 

them  ; 

II.  Wars  and  commotions  : 

1.  Of  which  they  shall  hear  ;  9 

2.  What  they  shall  not  do  when  they 

hear  of  them  ; 

3.  How  they  shall  regard  thorn  ; 

4.  Who  shall  produce  them  ;  10 

III.  Other  plagues  ;  1 1 

IY.  Fearful  sights  and  signs  ; 

V.  Persecution  of  the  Christians  : 

2.  General  description  of  these  ; 

a.  When  they  shall  arise  ;  12 


HISTORICAL 

Jerusalem  was  a  very  beautiful  city  when 
our  Savior  was  on  earth.  The  temple  was 
built  on  Mt.  Moriah  ;  it  was  of  white  mar¬ 
ble,  covered  over  with  plates  of  gold.  Next 
was  the  tower,  or  Castle  of  Antonia,  filled 
with  Roman  soldiers.  On  Mt.  Zion,  which 
was  still  higher,  was  the  grand  palace  of 
Herod  the  king.  Once,  as  Jesus  stopped  on 
Mt.  Olivet  and  gazed  at  the  splendid  city  he 
wept,  and  said  that  because  of  its  sins  the 
days  were  coming  when  its  enemies  should 
destroy  it.  His  disciples  could  not  under¬ 
stand  him,  and  afterward,  as  they  were 
coming  out  of  the  temple,  they  asked  Jesus 
to  look  how  beautiful  it  was,  w-G>  its  goodly 


THE  LESSON. 

b.  In  what  they  shall  consist  ; 

c.  Why  they  shall  take  place  ; 

d.  What  they  shall  accomplish  ; 

2.  An  exhortation  added  : 

a.  How  they  shall  conduct  themselves 

under  the  circumstances  ;  14 

b.  Why  they  should  thus  act  ;  15 

3.  A  particular  account  of  the  manner 

in  which  they  should  be  treated 

a.  By  their  blood  relations  ;  16 

b.  By  other  men  ;  17 

4.  An  added  consolation  ;  18 

5.  An  admonition  ;  19 

VI.  Of  the  destruction  of  Jerusalem  : 

1.  How  it  will  begin  ;  20 

2.  What  will  then  be  the  best  to  do  ;  21 


CONNECTION. 

stones  adorned  with  jewels.  But  Jesus 
said,  “As  for  these  things  which  ye  see,  the 
days  will  come  when  not  one  of  these  stones 
shall  be  left  on  another  that  shall  not  be 
thrown  down.”  His  disciples  asked  when 
these  things  should  be,  and  how  they  would 
know  when  they  were  coming.  Jesus  gave 
them  many  signs.  He  said  they  must  be 
careful,  for  false  teachers  would  say  they 
were  the  Christ.  They  would  also  hear  of 
many  wars,  but  they  need  not  be  afraid, 
for  that  would  not  be  the  end,  for  other  ter¬ 
rible  things  must  happen.  There  would  be 
earthquakes  and  famine  and  frightful  dis¬ 
eases,  and  fearful  sights  in  the  sky.  But 
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before  these  things  Christians  would  be  care  of  them.  Then  Jesus  told  how  armies 
hated  and  persecuted,  put  in  prison,  and  would  come  all  around  Jerusalem,  and  of 
their  friends,  even  their  parents  and  breth-  the  great  sufferings  of  all  who  should  be  iu 
ren,  would  give  them  up  to  be  killed.  Yet  the  city. — Kennedy. 
they  must  be  patient,  for  God  would  take 


BLACKBOARD  EXERCISES. 

It  is  useless  for  me  to  attempt  to  repre¬ 
sent  in  a  picture  the  ilestruction  of  Jeru¬ 
salem  and  the  overthrow  of  Judaism  on  a 
black-board.  But  picture  in  your  minds 
a  large  city  closed  in  by  high  and  strong 
walls,  and  surrounded  by  a  great  army  of 
Roman  soldiers.  Earthquakes  are  shak¬ 
ing  the  foundations  of  buildings  ;  signs 
are  seen  in  the  heavens  ;  darkness  and 
gloom  overshadow  the  doomed  city  ;  within 
the  walls  are  famines,  pestilence  and  fear¬ 
ful  sights  ;  mothers  taking  the  lives  of 
their  infants  to  still  the  cravings  of  hun¬ 
ger  ;  people  rushing  to  and  fro  through 
the  streets  in  despair  ;  suicides  are  com¬ 
mitted  to  eseape  out  of  the  hands  of  the 
conquering  army,  &c.  God’s  threatenings 
are  true  ;  He  foretold  it  in  the  Bible  by 
Ids  prophets,  and  Jesus  wept  over  the  city 
when  lie  spoke  of  its  destruction.  They 
brought  this  calamity  upon  themselves  on 
account  of  their  unbelief. 

In  the  illustration  we  have,  the  columns 
which  once  held  up  the  great  structure, 
the  temple,  lying  as  a  mass  of  ruins.  I 
represent  by  that,  if  we  reject  Christ  as 
the  chief  corner-stone  or  cap-stone  of  our 
church,  our  whole  religion  will  crumble 
into  dust ;  we  must  have  Jesus  in  the 
church,  then  it  will  stand.  The  scroll, 
rent  assunder,  represents  that  they  have 
broken  God’s  law  ;  the  setting  sun  represents  that  the  glory  of  Israel  has  departed,  their 
last  ray  of  hope  has  gone  ;  the  sword,  torch,  and  chain  represent  that  we  as  Christians, 
in  this  ungodly  world,  have  to  endure  affliction  as  in  the  time  of  Christ  and  during  the 
Reformation,  when  many  Christians  were  beheaded,  burnt  at  the  stake  or  cast  into  pris¬ 
ons,  all  for  Jesus  sake.  This  is  the  dark  side  of  the  picture  ;  how  thankful  should  we  be 
that  we  are  living  in  a  better  age. 

Look,  above  we  have  the  anchor  of  hope  ;  even  if  we  have  dark  clouds  before  us  there; 
is  light  beyond.  Jesus,  the  bright  morning  star,  will  come  and  overthrow  his  enemies, 
and  we  as  Christians  will  go  through  the  valley  of  the  shadow  of  death  and  enter  into  the 
New  Jerusalem,  where  all  is  love  and  peace. — C.  F.  Lindig. 


EXPLANATORY  NOTES. 


The  discourse  contained  in  this  lesson 
was  in  answer  to  a  question  about  the  de¬ 
struction  of  the  temple  (verse  7)  and  also 
about  the  end  of  the  world  (Matt.  xxiv.  3). 
It  was  delivered  on  the  Mount  of  Olives,  in 
the  presence  of  Peter,  James,  John  and 
Andrew,  on  Tuesday  before  the  crucifixion. 
Some  think  it  took  place  on  Wednesday. 

8.  Take  heed  that  ye  he  not  deceived.  The 


lesson  begins  with  a  warning  against  false 
messiahs. 

The  disciples  probably  believed  that  the 
time  when  Jerusalem  would  be  destroyed 
would  be  the  end  of  the  world.  The  Lord 
therefore  set  them  right  on  this  point,  and 
warned  them  that  no  future  false  Christ 
should  tempt  them  to  believe  that  his  second 
advent  had  arrived. 

For  many  shall  come  in  my  name.  This 
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fart  of  the  prophecy  was  soon  fulfilled,  for 
many  false  Christs  appeared  and  deceived 
many. 

Among  them  was  Dositheus ,  the  Samari¬ 
tan,  who  pretended  that  he  was  the  Christ 
foretold  by  Moses. 

Simon  Magus,  who  boasted  himself  among 
the  Jews  as  the  Son  of  God. 

The  Egyptian ,  who  collected  together 
about  30,000  Jews,  whom  he  had  deceived. 
Acts  xxi.  38. 

Theudas,  a  magician,  who  deceived  many. 

Josephus  says,  “Many  affirmed  the  time 
of  the  advent  to  have  arrived.” 

Hegesippus  says,  “  Many  false  Christs 
came  and  many  false  prophets  also. 

Saying ,  I  am  Christ.  Pretended  to  be 
the  Messiah. 

The  time  draweth  near.  That  is.  the  time 
of  the  Messianic  kingdom  the  false  prophets 
say  is  near. 

Go  ye  not  after  them.  Become  not  their 
followers  ;  countenance  not  their  schemes. 

9.  Wars  and  commotions.  From  the 
crucifixion  of  Christ  to  the  destruction  of 
Jerusalem  it  was  forty  years.  In  this  time 
there  were  war  rings,  threats  against  the 
Jews,  and  tumults  among  the  people  of  all 
countries,  even  at  Rome  itself. 

There  were  various  disturbances.  1.  At 
Alexandria,  which  gave  rise  to  the  com¬ 
plaints  against  and  deposition  of  Flaccus 
and  Philo's  work  against  him  (A.  D.,  38) 
in  which  the  Jews  as  a  nation  were  a  special 
object  of  persecution  ; 

2.  At  Seleucia  about  the  same  time,  in 
which  more  than  50,000  Jews  were  killed  ; 

3.  At  Jamnia,  a  city  on  the  coast  of  Ju¬ 
dea,  near  Joppa. 

Many  other  national  tumults  are  recorded 
by  Josephus. 

Be  not  terrified.  Do  not  be  troubled  and 
think  that  the  end  of  the  world  is  at  hand. 
They  should  be  watchful  but  not  fearful. 

There  would  be  nothing  of  judgment  for 
them  in  the  visitation  upon  Jerusalem. 

:  These  things  must  first  come  to  pass  Ac¬ 
cording  to  God’s  plan  here  revealed,  these 
events  would  precede  the  great  catastrophe  ; 
hence  they  need  not  be  terrified. 

The  end  is  not  by  and  by.  The  words  ‘by 
and  by’  formerly  meant  “immediately 
they  have  now  changed  their  meaning  and 
signify  “after  a  while.”  Hot  immediately 


is  the  end.  Such  wars  and  commotions 
would  continue  for  some  time. 

This  guards  them  against  supposing  that 
every  war  was  the  sign  of  the  coming  of 
(lie  Lord  (at  the  destruction  of  Jerusalem). 
Whatever  future  reference  the  prophecy 
lias,  it  has  to  the  same  extent  a  present 
caution  — Riddle. 

10.  Then  said  he.  This  clause  is  pecu¬ 
liar  to  Luke.  It  indicates  either  a  break  in 
the  discourse,  or  more  probably  the  intro¬ 
duction  of  more  particular  details. 

Nation  shall  rise  up  against  nation.  Here 
the  subject  is  great  political  revolutions  in 
the  world  of  nations  ;  migrations  of  nations, 
risings,  judgments,  blendings,  and  new  for¬ 
mations  of  peoples. — Lakge. 

Bear  in  mind  the  massacres  at  Caesarea, 
between  Syrians  and  Jews,  in  which  20.000 
of  the  latter  fell,  while  in  Syria  almost 
every  city  was  divided  into  two  armies, 
which  stood  opposed  to  one  another  as 
deadly  enemies ;  the  quick  succession  of 
the  five  emperors  in  Rome  within  a  few 
years,  Nero,  Galba,  Otho,  Vitellius,  Vespa¬ 
sian,  and  the  tumults  connected  therewith 
in  wider  and  narrower  circles. — Van  Oos- 
terzee. 

1 1 .  And  great  earthquakes :  Historians 
record  five  earthquakes  in  thirteen  years, 
about  the  middle  of  the  first  century. 

The  principal  earthquakes  between  this 
prophecy  and  the  destruction  of  Jerusalem 
were  :  1.  A  great  earthquake  in  Crete,  A. 
D.,  46  or  47. 

2.  One  at  Rome,  on  the  day  when  Nero 
assumed  the  manly  toga,  mentioned  by 
Tacitus.  A.  D.  53. 

3.  One  at  Laodicea  in  Phrygia,  A.  D.  60. 

4.  One  in  Campania. 

In  divers  places.  Place  f  >r  place,  that  is, 
here  and  there,  each  in  its  particular  local¬ 
ity  ;  as  we  say,  “  up  and  down.” 

Famines  and  pestilence.  A  great  famine 
prophesied  in  Acts  xi.  28,  occurred  A.  I). 
49,  and  another  in  the  reign  of  Claudius, 
and  mentioned  by  .Josephus  Antiq  iii.  15. 

Pestilences.  Five  years  before  the  Jewish 
war  there  was  a  pestilence  at  Rome,  which 
in  one  season  carried  off  thirty  thousand 
persons. 

Fearful  sights.  Terrible  things.  “Me¬ 
teors,  auroras,  eclipses,  Ac.,  things  to  which 
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the  vulgar  readily  attach  prophetic  signifi¬ 
cance.” — Godet. 

Both  Josephus  and  Tacitus  tell  us  that 
these  things  were  noticed  in  Judsea  in  the 
period  before  the  destruction  of  Jerusalem 

Tacitus,  the  Roman  historian,  says  that 
many  prodigies  happened  at  that  time  ; 
armies  appeared  engaged  in  the  sky  ;  arms 
were  seen  glittering  in  the  air  ;  the  temple 
was  illuminated  with  flames  issuing  from 
the  clouds  ;  the  doors  of  the  temple  sud¬ 
denly  burst  open,  and  a  voice  more  than 
human  was  heard  that  ‘‘the  God’s  were 
departing,”  and  soon  after  a  great  motion 
as  if  they  were  departing. 

One  of  the  proofs  tnat  the  prophecy  was 
fulfilled  in  those  days,  is  the  use  made  of 
these  facts  by  those  who  reject  the  Gospel 
history.  They  say  :  This  must  have  been 
written  after  the  destruction  of  Jerusalem, 
or  it  could  not  so  accurately  represent  what 
actually  occurred. 

Notice,  that  while  all  “these  things  must 
come  to  pass,”  the  whole  passage  is  a  warn¬ 
ing  against  being  deceived.  In  the  wider 
application,  this  holds  good  also.  Neither 
then  nor  now  is  it  safe  to  interpret  political 
commotions  and  strange  physical  pheno¬ 
mena  as  tokens  of  “  the  end.” — Riddle. 

12.  But  before  all  these.  Better,  these 
things.  During  this  period,  not  after  these 
things  have  happened. — Alford. 

Matthew  in  the  parallel  passage  (ch.  xxiv. 
9)  has  it  “then,”  as  a  general  term,  at  or 
about  that  time,  which  Luke  here  deter¬ 
mines. — Jacobus. 

Persecute  you.  Our  Lord  has  special  ref¬ 
erence  to  the  persecutions  undergone  by  the 
early  Christians  between  the  time  of  his 
ascension  and  the  destruction  of  Jerusalem. 

Delivering  you  up  to  the  synagogues.  To 
be  scourged,  or  beateu.  See  Matt.  x.  17. 
The  councils,  or  sanhedrim,  were  the  spir¬ 
itual  judicatories  connected  with  the  syna¬ 
gogues  (the  Jewish  places  of  worship)  of 
the  country,  where  the  sentence  of  scourg- 
ing  pronounced  upon  heretics  was  executed. 
— Lange. 

Before  kings .  Herod  Agrippa  (Acts  xxvi. ) 
and  Caesar  ;  i.  e.,  Nero  (Acts  xxv.  12). 

Rulers.  Such  as  Felix,  Festus,  Gallio, 
Paulus. 

Every  circumstance  here  mentioned  was 
minutely  and  exactly  verified  in  the  suffer¬ 


ings  of  the  apostles  and  disciples.  They 
were  imprisoned,  beaten,  brought  before 
councils,  and  sanhedrims,  and  kings,  such 
as  Herod  Agrippa,  and  the  Roman  emperor, 
for  the  sake  of  Christ,  that  is,  for  being 
called  by  his  name.  Most,  if  not  all  of 
them,  suffered  martyrdom  before  the  Ro¬ 
mans  beleagured  Jerusalem. — Nevin. 

13.  It  shall  turn  to  you  for  a  testimony. 
This  persecution  shall  enable  you  to  bear 
witness  of  your  faithfulness  ;  giving  you  an 
opportunity  to  testify  for  the  Lord,  and 
“against  them  ”  (Mark  xiii.  9),  your  per¬ 
secutors.  Compare  Matt.  x.  18. — Riddle. 

It  was  also  a  testimony  to  the  truth  of 
Christ’s  words  in  foretelling  these  things, 
and  thus  would  confirm  their  faith  in  his 
promises,  which  would  sustain  them  in 
these  trials. 

14.  Settle  it  in  y&ur  heart*.  That  is, 
make  up  your  minds,  so  as  to  be  not  anxious. 

Compare  Mark  xiii.  11  ;  Matt.  x.  19, 
These  four  disciples  had  received  a  similar 
command  some  time  before  ;  it  is  now  con¬ 
firmed. 

Before  what  ye  shall  answer  ;  or,  ‘  ‘before¬ 
hand  how  to  answer.”  The  “answer”  is 
the  defence  made  on  trial. 

This  verse  is  best  interpreted  by  such 
practical  illustratrions  as  are  afforded  by 
Acts  iv.  19,  20  ;  v.  20-32  ;  and  especially 
Dan.  iii.  16-18. — Abbott. 

15.  I  will  give  you  a  mouth  and  wisdom. 
Ability  to  speak  as  the  time  and  place  may 
demand. 

Gainsay ;  i.  e.,  say  against.  They  will 
not  be  able  to  reply  to  what  you  say,  or  to 
oppose  its  force. 

The  early  Christians  were  often  con¬ 
demned  to  death  more  speedily,  because 
their  words  could  not  be  answered.  Often 
since,  hate  is  the  only  response  to  Christian 
wisdom.  See  verse  17. 

The  promise  of  this  verse  is  for  the 
special  emergencies  referred  to.  There  is 
no  encouragement  here  for  laziness  in  pre¬ 
paration  for  teaching  and  preaching. — 
Riddle. 

This  was  never  meant  to  teach  that  care¬ 
ful  study  and  thought  were  not  necessary 
for  giving  instruction  in  the  Bible  and  the 
Christian  life,  although  it  has  sometimes 
been  thus  used. 

.  16.  Betrayed  by  parents  and  brethren. 
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This  dreadful  prediction  was  fulfilled  ;  par¬ 
ents  and  children,  husbands  and  wives, 
were  found  wicked  enough  to  deliver  up 
Christian  friends  to  those  cruel  modes  of 
death  on  account  of  their  profession  of 
faith  in  Christ.  Such  is  the  opposition  of 
the  heart  of  man  to  the  Gospel. — Barnes. 

In  missionary  lands  this  is  literally  ful¬ 
filled  up  to  this  day. 

A  prediction  of  domestic  persecution  had 
been  made  before  (Matt.  x.  21),  while  in 
the  parallel  passage  (Matt.  xxiv.  10)  it  is 
joined  with  a  prophecy  of  apostacy  among 
Christians,  Certainly  none  would  persecute 
more  bitterly  than  these. 

Some  of  you.  James,  who  was  present, 
was  soon  put  to  death  (Acts  xii.  2). 

17.  And  ye  shall  be  hated  of  all  men. 
The  Roman  historian  Tacitus  speaks  of  the 
early  Christians  as  a  hated  race.  The  most 
shameful  practices  were  attributed  to  Chris¬ 
tians  ;  and  partly  in  consequence  of  these 
falsehoods,  partly  from  hatred  of  good  they 
were  treated  as  the  offset!  ring  of  the  earth. 

Hated  of  all  men.  That  is,  of  all  men 
out  of  the  Christian  community. 

Tacitus,  the  Roman  historian,  says,  like 
a  true  pagan,  that  ‘‘the  Christians  were 
convicted  of  enmity  to  the  human  race.” 

Jews  hated  them  as  revolters  from  their 
own  religion. 

Pagans  could  tolerate  each  other,  and 
respect  and  worship  each  other’s  gods.  But 
Christians  abhorred  all  paganism,  and  so 
all  pagans  abhorred  them  ;  thus  Christians 
were  hated  of  all  men,  whether  Jews  or 
Gentiles. — Nevin. 

For  my  name's  sake.  On  account  of 
attachment  to  me  ;  or  because  you  bear  my 
name  as  Christians. — Barnes. 

18.  Not  a  hair  of  your  head  perish.  It 
is  said  that  in  the  final  destruction  of  Jeru¬ 
salem  not  a  Christian  lost  Irs  life,  because 
they  obeyed  this  warning  (verse  20.  21). 

Although  their  lives  should  be  taken 
(verse  16),  yet  not  a  drop  of  their  blood 
should  be  shed  in  vain  ;  not  a  hair  should 
fail  of  its  effect,  ov  go  for  nought. — Wedon. 

It  is  better  to  understand  this  as  not 
literally ,  but  really  true  ;  not  corporeally , 
but  in  that  real  life ,  which  the  disciples  of 
of  Christ  possessed. — Alford. 

Some  explain  it  thus  :  A  strong  pro¬ 
verbial  expression,  indicating  that  they 


should  be  inviolable  on  earth,  so  long  as 
they  were  necessary  for  the  service  of  the 
Lord  ;  and  that  life  and  happiness  in  the 
higher  true  sense,  would  not  be  affected  in 
the  least  by  these  temporal  persecutions. 

19.  In  patience ;  i.  e.,  by  your  endur¬ 
ance  of  all  these  things. 

Possess  ye  (render,  ye  shall  acquire,  not 
possess)  ;  souls,  this  endurance  being  God’s 
appointed  way  in  and  by  which  your  salva¬ 
tion  is  to  be  put  in  your  possession.  See 
Matt.  xvi.  25.  Luke  i\.  24. — Alford. 

Be  calm  and  severe  masters  of  yourselves 
and  superior  to  all  unreasonable  and  dis¬ 
quieting  passions,  trusting  in  God  and  wait¬ 
ing  the  performance  of  his  promises. — 
Nevin. 

There  are  three  degrees  of  Christian  pa¬ 
tience  :  1.  Silent  submission  to  God's  will  ; 
2.  A  thankful  acceptance  of  God’s  fatherly 
rod  ;  3.  Serious  cheerfulness  under  sorrow- 
fid  dispensations.  This  patience  gives  us 
the  possession  of  ourselves. — Nevin. 

21.  Jerusalem  compassed  with  armies. 
This  is  the  prediction  of  the  siege  of  Jeru¬ 
salem  under  Titus. 

Matthew  and  Mark  speak  of  the  proph¬ 
ecy  of  Daniel  (ix.  27);  but  Luke,  writing 
for  Gentiles  only,  hints  at  it  in  the  phrase 
which  follows. 

Desolation  is  nigh.  The  destruction  of 
Jerusalem  is  nigh  at  hand. 

Our  Lord  reveals  nothing  to  curiosity,  but 
enough  for  the  safety  of  his  people.  The 
approach  of  the  Roman  armies  (compare 
Matt.  xxiv.  28)  was  the  one  ‘‘sign”  made 
known  to  the  speedy  fall  of  the  city.  The 
terrible  “desolation”  is  depicted  in  vers. 
22-24,  and  the  story  of  the  siege  and  cap¬ 
ture  is  one  of  the  most  awful  pages  of  his¬ 
tory. 

Rejection  of  their  true  king.  The  lesson 
is  for  all  nations  and  all  times. 

21.  In  Judea.  Christians  living  in  the 
country  in  the  heart  of  the  population  out¬ 
side  of  fortified  cities. 

Flee  to  the  mountains.  Lonesome  and  in¬ 
accessible  retreats,  to  which  an  army  could 
not  follow  them.  There  is  a  commendation 
of  hasty  flight  as  the  only  means  of  deliver¬ 
ance. 

In  the  midst  of  it.  That  is,  Let  those  who 
are  in  Jerusalem  when  the  armies  begin  to 
surround  it,  depart  out  of  the  city. 
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In  the  countries,  not  enter.  That  is.  Let 
not  those  of  you  Christians  who  may  be  in 
the  countries  at  that  time,  enter  into  Jeru¬ 
salem  in  the  vain  hope  of  finding  a  place  of 
safety  there. 

The  one  thought  is,  Jerusalem  is  doomed, 
the  sign  of  its  destruction  is  plain  :  fiee 
from  the  impending  danger. 

This  was  literally  obeyed,  and  no  Chris¬ 
tians  perished  when  Judaism  was  over¬ 
thrown.  Its  temple  perished,  its  worship 
ceased,  its  people  were  scattered  ;  hut  its 
real  King  still  reigned  over  a  real  Israel. 

The  Christians  retired  some  to  Pella  on 


the  east  of  Jordan,  and  some  to  Mount 
Libanus.  The  result  was  that  the  Chris¬ 
tians  almost  entirely  escaped  the  desolation. 

There  is  a  promise  of  future  blessing  for 
this  people  in  ver.  24.  and  elsewhere,  espec¬ 
ially  in  Rom.  >;i.  Ii.  as  many  think,  the 
prophecy  of  this  lesson  points  to  an  awful 
catastrophe  to  precede  the  future  coming  of 
the  Lord,  this  need  bring  no  terror.  Christ’s 
people  will  be  safe  in  the  last  Christian  cen¬ 
tury  as  in  the  first.  \\  hatever  “sign’  is 
given,  it  will  be  one  they  can  understand 
when  it  comes,  probably  not  before. — Riddle. 


PRACTICAL  REFLECTIONS. 


We  can  he  saved  fiom  deception,  by  keep¬ 
ing  close  to  Christ. 

Verses  9-11.  The  Christian  need  have 
no  fears  amid  the  wars  and  commotions  of 
the  world,  because  God  will  control  them  to 
the  coming  of  his  kingdom. 

Men  are  so  bad  that  only  by  great  wars, 
troubles,  and  upheavals  can  the  evil  be  de¬ 
stroyed,  and  Christ  reign  on  the  earth 

Verses  12,  13.  Even  persecutions  and 
trials  bear  witness  to  the  faithfulness  of 
Christ’s  promises. 

Verses  14  15.  God  will  guide  and  teach 
us  in  every  trying  time. 

Verses  16—18.  Many  troubles  come  upon 
the  Christian,  but  Christ  will  not  let  one  of 
them  harm  him  in  the  least. 

Verse  19.  They  who  give  their  souls  to 
Christ,  and  they  only,  possess  their  souls. 

It  is  only  by  patience  that  we  can  acquire 
true  possession  of  our  souls. 

Verses  20,  21.  In  the  greatest  dangers 
Christ  opens  a  way  for  his  children’s  escape. 

Faith  saves  us,  as  these  Christians’  faith 
in  Christ’s  promise  led  them  to  leave  Jeru¬ 
salem  and  go  to  Pella,  so  that  not  one 
perished. 

How  Christ’s  Word  has  been 
Fulfilled  : 

“I  will  give  you  a  mouth  and  wisdom.” 

I.  In  the  apostles  ; 

II.  In  the  first  apologists  ; 


III.  In  the  martyrs  ; 

IV.  In  the  reformers  ; 

V.  In  the  heroes  of  faith,  and  witnesses 

of  every  time,  even  the  present. — 
Lange. 

Jerusalem  Considered  in  its  Differ¬ 
ent  Periods. 

I.  The  city  of  Melchisedek  ; 

II.  The  capital  of  David  ; 

III.  The  dwelling  place  of  God  ; 

IV.  The  murduress  of  the  prophets  and  of 
the  Messiah  ; 

V.  The  city  defiled  by  the  abomination  of 
desolation  ; 

VI.  The  city  trodden  down  by  the  heathen; 

VII.  Hereafter  the  “Salem”  of  another 

Melchisedek. — Lange. 

The  Destruction  of  Jerusalem,  an 

EVENT  WHICH  PROCLAIMS 

I.  The  shame  of  Israel  ; 

II.  The  greatness  of  our  Lord  ; 

III.  The  glory  of  the  kingdom  of  God  ; 

IV.  The  vocation  of  the  Christian  ; 

V.  The  judgment  of  the  future. — Lange. 

The  Wandering  Jew. 

I.  An  unexampled  wonder  in  the  annals 
of  the  world  ; 

II.  A  living  testimony  to  the  truth  of 
Christianity  ; 

III.  A  future  revelation  of  the  glory  of  God  ; 

IV.  A  legitimate  creditor  of  every  believer. 

J.  J.  Le  Ten  Kate. 


QUESTIONS. 


Where  was  the  discourse  in  this  lesson 
delivered  ? 

To  what  question  was  it  an  answer  ? 

8.  What  does  the  lesson  begin  with  ? 
What  did  the  deceivers  pretend  to  be  ? 

9.  How  long  was  it  from  the  crucifixion  to 

the  destruction  ot  Jerusalem  ? 

What  is  here  the  meaning  of  “by  and 
by?” 


10.  What  should  occur  among  other  nations? 
How  may  God’s  people  take  comfort 

iu  such  troubles  ?  Ps.  xlvi.  1,  2. 

11.  What  events  are  foretold  in  verse  11  ? 
What  encouragements  do  we  read  in 

Prov.  iii.  25,  26. 

12.  What  trials  awaited  the  disciples  ? 
When  were  they  cast  into  prison?  Acts 

v.  18. 
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Which  of  them  stood  before  rulers  ? 
Acts  xx vi.  1.  Read  1  Pet.  iv.  12-  6. 

13.  What  is  the  meaning1  of  verse  13? 

14,  15  What  promise  did  Christ  give  them 

in  verses  14,  15  ? 

What  is  meant  by  “mouth  and  wis¬ 
dom  ?” 

lG.  Of  what  troubles  were  they  warned  in 
verse  16  ? 

What  fulfillment  of  this  prophecy  is 
mentioned  in  Acts  xii.  2  ? 


17.  By  whom  were  the  Christians  hated  ? 

18.  What  promise  is  made  in  verse  18  ? 
How  is  this  to  be  understood  ? 

19.  How  may  we  possess  our  souls  in 

patience  ? 

20.  What  armies  surrounded  and  destroyed 

Jerusalem  ? 

21.  What  were  they  directed  to  do  ? 

What  should  the  Christian  do  in  time 

of  trouble  ?  Phil,  iv,  6,  7. 


DAILY  READINGS. 


First  Week. 


M. 

Tn. 

W. 

Tli. 


Luke  17:  11-19.  The  ten  lepers. 

1  Chr.  l(i  :  3-3  i.  1  living  glorv  to  God. 

Psalm  116:  —.9.  Gratitude  for  mercies. 

Matt  8  •  34  *  5’lie  ungrateful  Ger- 

i  gesenes. 


F.  John  9  :  S— 25.  Confessing  Christ. 

S.  Psalm  31:  1-22.  Prais“  tor  protection. 
S  Rev.  5:  1-14.  Praises  in  heaven. 


Second  Week. 

M.  Luke  18:  9-17.  Pharisee  and  publican. 
Tu.  James  4  :  -7—17.  Pride  and  him  i  i  tv  - 
IV'.  Matt.  18:  1-14.  A  child-like  spirit. 

Th.  Matt.  23:  13-28  '  SeMf-righteousness  re- 
l  bilked. 

F.  Rom.  2:  17-29.  Boasting  in  the  law. 

8.  Isa,  42:  1-9.  Toe  tenderness  of  Christ. 


S.  Luke  13:  24—30.  The  last  and  the  first. 
Third  Week. 

M  Luke  19 :  1—10,  Zaccheus,  the  publican. 
Tu.  Matt.  9:  9-17.  Seeking  the  sinners. 

W.  Luke  15:  1-10.  Joy  over  the  penitent. 
Th.  Ezek.  33 :  10-16.  The  fruits  of  repentance, 
F.  James  5:  1-8  Unjust  gain  accursed. 

S.  .John  12:  20—28.  Desiring  to  see  Jesus. 

S  Rev.  22:  1-7.  The  desire  gratified. 
Fourth  Week. 

M.  Luke  21  :  8—21.  Judaism  overthrown. 

Tu.  Matt,  24:  23-34.  False  Christs  predicted. 
W.  Luke  13:  1-9.  The  judgment  delayed. 
Th.  Matt.  27  :  15-25.  The  blood  required.  • 
F.  1  Pet,  4  :  12-19  The  saints  persecuted. 

S-  Matt.  10:  16-31.  The  wis  lom  needed. 

(S',  Rev.  7  :  9-17.  The  tribulation  ended. 


EDITORIAL. 


ESTPostage  Stamps  will  be  taken  as 
subscriptions  to  the  Teachers’  Journal 
or  International  Comments,  where  small 
currency  cannot  be  obtained  to  make  change. 


AN  EXPLANATION. 

One  of  our  subscribers  takes  exception  to 
the  remark  quoted  from  Cummings  : 

“Material  Are  could  not  have  been  here 
because  there  was  no  material  substance 
for  it.'’  Oct.  No.,  page  317.  Lesson  of  the 
Rich  man  and  Lazarus. 

The  remark  is  based  on  the  fact  that  the 
rich  man  in  bell  is  regarded  at  that  time  as 
a  disembodied  spirit  and  that  material  fire 
could  pi  oduce  no  effect  on  immaterial  spirits. 
Iu  the  sentence  above  we  read  that  hard¬ 
ened  sinners  have  died  crying  fire  !  Does  he 
regard  that  also  as  material  fire  ?  But  we 
will  let  him  speak  for  himself.  He  writes  : 

Hell-fire.  (Christ' s  first  sermon.) 

“Shall  I  embrace  the  doctrine,  with  Uni- 
versalists,  as  an  article  of  faith,  that  there 
is  no  fire  in  hell?  Is  there  no  material  hell? 
Has  the  soul,  after  death,  no  connections 


or  affinity  with  matter  ?  Is  Swedenburg  in 
the  right,  that  at  death  the  material  body 
is  put  off  never  to  he  resumed  ?  Is  every 
vestige  of  materialism  done  away  in  hell  ? 
Will  our  bodies,  as  well  as  the  entire  mate¬ 
rial  universe,  be  annihilated  ?  Who  can 
bridge  the  gulf  between  matter  and  mind  ? 
Taylor  says  we  know  more  of  mind  than 
we  can  ever  know  of  matter.  Are  Univer- 
salists  right  that  hell-lire  is  all  figurative  ? 

Is  Adam  Clarke  all  wrong  in  his  comment 
on  Gen.  viii.  29,  that  the  burning  of  the 
victims  in  sacrifice  points  out  that  the  soul 
of  the  sinner  deserves  the  fire  of  perdition? 
Were  Justin  Martyr  and  Origen  wrong  when 
they  said,  eternal  fire?  Was  Irenseus  wrong 
when  he  said,  everlasting  fire  ?  Was  Ter- 
tullian  wrong  when  he  said,  eternal  hell- 
fire  ?  Were  you,  Mr.  Editor,  wrong,  when 
you  said,  unquenchable  fire? 

Wesley  thinks  the  linum  asbestum ,  which 
is  u  neon  sum  able  in  the  hottest  fire,  to  he  an 
emblem  of  things  to  come.  He  adds,  let 
us  keep  to  the  written  word,  God  granting 
that  thou  and  I  may  never  try  the  strict, 
literal  eternity  of  that  torment. 

Cannot  Omnipotence  change  fire  in  the 
twinkling  of  an  eye  to  indestructibility  as  he 
can  our  material  bodies?  1  Cor.  xvi.  52.  * 
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Ct).,  jN 


Fancy  Visiting  Cards,  latest  fashions,  no  two 
alike,  with  name  10  cts.  NASSAU  CAElt 
assau,  N.  Y. 


J.  Q.  ALLEWALT  &  CO., 
Commission  Merchants, 
FLOUIl,  and  SEEDS, 

120  NORTH  ST.,  BALTIMORE ,  MD. 

( J.  S.  Norris,  Pres,  of  First  National 
Reference  <  Rank  of  Baltimore. 

(  G-.  D.  Klinefelter.  Director  First  Na¬ 
tional  Bank  of  Hanover,  Pa. 
aug  Liberal  Advances,  Correspondence  Solicited.  6t 


NEW  ENGLAND  i  Furnishes  and  fills  situations. 
MUSICAL  I  Address  E.  TOURJ EE, 
BUFEVU.  )  Music  Hall.  Boston. 


aft,  T“  MUSIC  OMC  at  the  ENGLAND 

'I  /  *%  Lesson  or  J)  O  CONSERVATORY, 

*  Musi:-  Hall:  the  largest  music  school  in  tne 

world.  Open  all  the  year.  eminent  professors. 
18,  OO  students  since  1867.  Situations  secured  for 
its  graduates.  For  prospectus,  address  E.  Tourjke,' 
Music  Hall,  Boston. 


WITTENBERG-  COLLEGE. 

SPRINGFIELD,  OHIO. 

For  a  thorough  course  of  Education,  and  for 
Leauty  and  health  fulness  of  location,  this  Institu¬ 
tion  is* *  unsurpassed.  Th^  next  term  begins  on  the 
6th  day  of  September,  ib"8  Ladies  are  admitted  as 
day  students,  and  boarding  and  rooms  have  been 
procured  for  them  in  pleasant  families  near  the 
College.  The  following  is  a  near  estimate  of  the 
necessary  expenses  ol  each  student: 

Tuition,  $3u  per  year:  Room  rent,  $9;  Fuel  and 
light,  $12:  Boarding,  irom  $  .75  to  $2.25  per  week. 
Collegiate  year,  -:0  weeks. 

For  f'ataiogue  or  further  particulars,  address 

Rev.  J.  B.  H  EL  WIG,  IJ.  1  .  President, 

Springfield,  (.  hio. 

THE  PHCENIX  is  a  handsome  eight-columned  (4- 
page)  monthly,  only  25  cts.  per  y  ar. 

R.  H.  BJlsN,  Editor, 

Seiinsgrove.  Pa. 


THE  SERMONIZER 

full  of  Homiletioal  matter.  fresh  and  fuel  oi  etfe. 
50  cts.  ayear,  sample  d  cts.  REV.  T.  S.  BUCK,  Mil- 
ton,  Northumberland  Co.,  Pa. 


Copyrighted  by  Royal  Manufacturing  Co., 

AN  ELEGANT  GIFT! 

The  Old  Reliable  ROYAL  MANUFACTURE G  CO.,  of  258 
and  260  Broad  way,  Jicw  York  city.  Lave  determined  10  introduce  poods 
of  their  manufacture  in  every  City  and  Ilanilet  in  the  United 
States  and  Canada*.  To  do  this,  we  have  concluded  to  present  to  each 
lady  reader  ofGodey’s  Lady’s  Book 

AN  ELEGANT  THIMBLE 

And  Needle  Threader  Attached. 


Oar  regular  retail  price  for  this  Thimble  is  $5.00,  and  you  will  find  by  enquiry 
any  Jeweller  wil  charge  you  more  for  the  same  goods.  With  eath  Tiiimbie  we 

send  our  PATENTER  NEEDLE  THREADER,  the  most  useful 
article  ever  indented,  and  no  ladies’  work  basket  is  complete 
Without  it.  If  you  see  it  you  will  never  De  without  one.  Weprepiy  a. I  charges 
auu  securely  pack  the  Thimble  and  Threader  in  an  elegant  morocco  covered 
velvet  lined  Thimble  box. 

This  Offer  will  not  appear  again  in 
this  Magazine. 

CUT  OUT  THE  ATTACHED  CERTIFICATE, 

^  It  costs  yon  NOTHING  and  will  procure  you 
a  TH1MRLE  any  lady  may  be  proud  of. 


OP  Not  good  after  February  1st,  1879. 

TLTTQ  rirPTinrATT  will  not  be  received  bvus  in  pavment  for  our 

1  HIO  U-f\l  Ir  1LH.  I  L  $5.  CO  Thimble  after  February  1st, 
1879.  On  receipt  of  this  Certificate,  together  with  seventy-five  cents  in 
Currency,  Silver  or  Fostage  Stamps  to  pay  lor  shipping  charges  and  engrav¬ 
ing  name,  we  agree  to  forward  all  charges  prepaid,  oue  ot  our  $5.60  rJ  himb- 
les  and  Needle  Threader  combined,  with  your  name  ELEGANTLY 
LXGRAVLD  on  the  '1  mmhle ;  the  1  himb'e  and  Threader  to  be  securely  parked 

. .  in  our  Morocco  covered,  Yelvet  lined  Thimble  Box,  as  shown  in  cut 

jfrEJROY A UgjS  above.  In  ordering,  give  N  umber  of  Thimble  desired  as  ehown  on  uum- 

coPY^ulnVeo  "  bered  circles  below,  and  send  mis  Certificate  to  toe 

ROYAL  MANUFACTURING  CO.,  258  Broadway,  NewYork, 


We  will  send  out  a  limited  number  of  Thimbles,  as  above  agreed,  and  to  avail 
yourself  of  our  ofier,  all  orders  must  be  accompanied  by  the  above  Certificate, 
ih.  t  we  may  know  you  are  entitled  to  it.  We  have  taken  this  liberal  manner  of 
introducing  an  article  of  our  manufacture,  well  knowing,  by  your  dealing  direct 
with  us,  we  will  secure  your  future  orders  for  other  goods.  W e  guarantee  satisfac¬ 
tion  incur -dealing  with  each  and  every  person,  and  trust  our  efforts  to  please  will 
be  a’-""''-  iated.  it.  member,  the  above  Certificate  will  be  received  for  one 
U Thimble  on*y.  here  persons  club  together  and  order  Six  Goid  Thimbles  at 
Tone  i.me,  we  make  a  special  discount  from  onr  retail  price,  of  33  1-3  per  cent.; 
Ithus  furnishing  six  Gold  Th.inbles,  with  full  name  engraved,  and  each  packed  in  an 
*3eleu'.ni  y  lined  thimble  box  as  shown  in  cut  above,  for  $20.00.  Catalogues  of  our 
*coo  is  are  sent  with  all  c:.r  shipments.  We  quote  the  following  from  our  New 
jy  Yo:  k  pipers,  and  refer  you  to  any  responsible  house  in  New  York. 

H  “The  Royal  Manufacturing  Co.,  2; 8  End  260  Broadway,  is  one  of  the  most  re- 
a  liable,  enterprising  and  responsible  houses  of  this  city.” — Editorial  America 


L- "at 0-5 UKftZ. 


enterprising  and  responsible  houses  ot  this  city.” — Editorial  American  Farmer.  N.  Y.,  April,  1878. 

he  Royal  Manufacturing  Co.  of  this  city  have  sustained  a  well  earned  reputation  for  reliability  by  sending  out  goods!! 

I  guaranteed  to  be  exactly  as  represented,  and  by  this  means  purchasers  get  only  the  best  goods  at  more ’reasonable  figures  m 
large  dealers  pay  bv  wholesale.’' — Editorial  Frank  Leslie’s  Illustrated  Newspaper,  April  13,  1878.  ° 

I  “  A  representative  of  our  paper  was  shown  through  the  establishment  of  the  Royal  Manufacturing  Co.,  258  and  260  Broad-i 
I  wav,  and  was  surprised  at  the  handsome  character  of  the  goods  sent  at  such  extraordinary  low  prices.” — The  Independent  k 
N.’Y  ,  June  20,  1878. 

(T^“  Write  your  name  PLAINLY  that  we  may  make  no  errors  in  engraving. 

VT  When  you  order,  give  us  full  instructions  how  you  wish  your  name  engraved.  Wc  engrave  name  In  full,  initials! 

I  or  Christian’  name  as  desired.  Address  B 

ROYAL  MANUFACTURING  CO.,  258  Broadway,  New  York. S 

.  .  -g 


J  PENNSYLVANIA  RAILROAD. 

WINTER  TIME  TABLE. 


Nine  Trains  to  Philadelphia,  six  trains  to  Pitts¬ 
burgh,  eight  trains  to  New  York. 

On  and  after  October.  187 ■*,  the  Passenger  Trains 
of  the  Pennsylvania  Railroad  Company  will  depart 
from  Harrisburg  and  arrive  at  Philadelphia,  New 
York,  Pittsburgh  and  Erie,  as  follows  : 

EASTWARD. 

Philadelphia  Express  leaves  Harrisburg  daily 
(except  Monday)  at  2  50  a,  in,  arrives  at  Philadel¬ 
phia  at  T'OO  a  m,  and  New  York  at  10  05  a  m. 

Fast  Eine  leaves  Harrisburg  daily  at  4-05  a  m.  ar¬ 
rives  at  Philadelphia  at  7'35  a  m,  and  New  fork  at 

10- 35  a  m. 

Billerville  Accommodation,  connecting  for  Phila¬ 
delphia,  leaves  Harrisburg  daily  (except  Sunday) 
at  5-00  a  m,  arrivesat  Lancaster  at  9-05  a  m. 

Harrisburg  Express  leaves  Harrisburg  daily  (ex¬ 
cept  Sunday)  at  6-20  a  m,  arrives  at  Philadelphia 
at  10  30  a  m,  and  New  York  at  2  05  p  m. 

Columbia  Accommodation  leaves  daily  (except 
Sunday)  at  7.35  a  m,  arrives  at  Philadelph-a  at  12-- 
30  p  m,  and  New  Y ork  at  5- 10  p  m. 

Pacific  Express  leaves  Harrisburg  daily  at  12-05  p 
m,  arrives  at  Philadelphia  at  3-45  p  m,  and  New 
York  at  6-45  p  in. 

Johnstown  Express  leaves  daily  (except  Sunday) 
at  P45  p  m.  arrives  at  Philadelphia  at  6  00  p  m,  and 
New  Y ork  at  10  05  p  m. 

Day  Express  leaves  Harrisburg  daily  at  4  15  p  m, 
arrives  at  Philadelphia  at  7-20  p  m,  and  New  York 
at  10  15  p  m. 

Harrisburg  Accommodation  leaves  Harrisburg 
daily  via  Columbia  (except  Sunday)  at  3  50  p  m, 
and  arrives  at  Philadelphia  at  9  00  p  in. 

Atlantic  Express  leaves  Harrisburg  daily  at 

11- 05  p  in,  arrives  at  Philadelphia  at  3  00  a  m,  and 
New  York  at  6-45  a  m. 

WESTWARD. 

Cincinnati  Express  leaves  Harrisburg  daily  at 

12- 55  a  m,  arrives  at  Altoona  at  4  45  a  m,  and  Pitts¬ 
burgh  at  8-30  a  m, 

Pacific  Express  leaves  Harrisburg  daily  at  4-20 
m,  arrives  at  A  ltoona  at  8-50  a  m,  for  breakfast,  and 
Pittsburgh  at  1-45  p  m. 

Way  Passenger  Train  leaves  Harrisburg  daily  at 
8-00  a  m,  arrives  at  Altoona  at  1-55  p  m  for  dinner, 
and  Pittsburgh  at  8  45  p  m. 

Mail  train  leaves  Harrisburg  dialy  except  Sun¬ 
day  at  1.30  p.  m.,  arrives  lit  Altoona  at  7.20  p.  m., 
for  supper,  and  Pittsburg  at  1.00  a.  m. 

Fast  Line  leaves  Harrisburg  daily  at  3  45  p  m,  ar¬ 
rives  at  Altoona  at  7  40  p  in,  for  supper,  and  Pitts¬ 
burgh  at  11-45  p  m 

Mifflin  Accomodation  leaves  Harrisburg  daily 
(except  Sunday)  at  5  2J  p  m,  and  arrivesat  Mifflin 
at  8-00  p  m. 

Pittsburgh  Express  leaves  Harrisburg  daily  (ex¬ 
cept  Sunday)  at  11-00  p  m,  arrives  at  Altoona  at 
3  20  a  m,  and  Pittsburg  at  8  10  a  in. 

Philadelpia  and  Erie  R.  R.  Division. 

Mail  Train  leaves  Harrisburg  daily  (except  Sun¬ 
day)  at  4  25  a  m,  arriving  at  Williamsport  at  8  15  a 
m,  for  breakfast,  and  Erie  at  7  35  p  m. 

Limited  Mail  leaves  Harrisburg  daily  (except 
Sunday)  at  10  50  a  m,  arrives  at  Williamsport  at 
2  00  p  m.  Renovo  at  4  40  p  in  and  Kane  9-20  p  m. 

Lock  Haven  Accommodation  leaves  Harrisburg 
daily  (except  Sunday)  at  3-35  pm,  arrives  at  Wil¬ 
liamsport  a.  7-25  p  m,  and  Lock  Haven  at  8-40  p  m. 

FRANK  THOMSON,  L  P.  FARMER. 

General  Manager.  Gen’l  i  ass’ger  Agt. 


aLW.  BUCKEYE  BELL  FOUNDRY. 

Established  in  1837. 

■  Superior  Bells  of  Copper  and  Tin,  mounted 
HjB  |p  "'ith  the  best  Rotary  Hangings,  for  Churches, 
B/m'\  Schools,  Farms,  Factories,  Court-houses,  Firs 

Alarms,  Tower  Clocks,  etc.  Fully  Warranted, 
g-  Illustrated  Catalogue  sent  Free.  * 

V a NDU7 kn  ii  Tipt,  102  E.  2d  St.,  Cincinnati. 


^  ORTHERN  CENTRAL  RAILWAY. 

WINTER  TIME  TABLE. 


Through  and  direct  route  to  Washington,  Balti¬ 
more,  Elmira,  Erie.  Buffalo.  Rochester 
and  Niagara  Falls. 

On  and  afrer  Sunday,  Sept.  15t.h,  1878,  trains  on 
the  Northern  Central  Railway  will  run  as  follows: 

NORTHWARD. 

Mail  leave  Baltimore  daily  (except  Sunday)  at 
7-fi0  a  m,  arrives-at  Harrisburg  daily  (except  Sun¬ 
day,  at  10  45  p  m. 

Fast  Line  leaves  Baltimore  daily  at  11  50  a  m,  ar¬ 
rives  at  Harrisburg  daily,  except  Sunday,  a  3  25 
pin,  leaves  Williamsport  at,  7  40  p  m,  leaves  Elmira 
at  10  05  a  m,  arrives  at  Wa  kin’s  Glen  at  1T55  p  in. 

Harrisburg  Express  leaves  Baltimore  daily,  ex¬ 
cept  Sunday,  at  5  30  p  m,  arrives  at  Harrisburg  at 
9  30  p  in. 

Cincinnati  Express  leaves  Baltimore  daily  at  9  10 
p  in.  arrives  at  Harrisburg  a  t  12  45  a  m 

Erie  Mail  leaves  Harrisburg  daily,  except  Sun¬ 
day,  at  4-25  a  m,  leaves  Williamsport,  at  8'40  a  m, 
leaves  Elmira  at  12  20  p  m,  arrives  at  Canandaigua 
at  3  25  pm. 

SOUTHWARD. 

Fast  Line  leaves  Canandaigua  daily,  except  Sun¬ 
day.  at  6  55  p  m,  leaves  Elmira,  a  t  9  30  p  m,  leaves 
Williamsport  daily,  except  Monday,  at  12-35  a  m, 
leaves  Ha  rri.shurg  daily  at  4-20  a  in,  arrives  at  Bal¬ 
timore  daily  at  7  4  i  a  m. 

Washington  Express  leaves  Harrisburg  daily,  ex¬ 
cept  Sunday  at  6-40  a  m,  arrives  at  Baltimore  at 
10-40  a  m 

Pacific  Express  leaves  Williamsport  daily,  except 
Sunday,  at  7  55  a  m.  arrives  at  Harrisburg  daily  ex¬ 
cept  Sunday,  at  11-55  a  m. 

Mail  leaves  Harrisburg  daily,  except  Sunday,  at 
215  p  m,  arrives  at  Baltimore  at  6  20  p  m. 

Day  Express  leaves  Watkin’s  Glen  daily,  except 
Sunday,  at  8  00  a  m,  leaves  Elmira  at  9  0  a  m, 
leaves  Williamsport  at  12-2  pm,  leaves  Harrisburg 
daily  at  4-2>  p  m,  arrives  at  Baltimore  daily  at  7"35 
p  in. 

All  trains  making  close  connection  at  Baltimore 
for  Washington  and  the  Sonth 

.For  further  information,  apply  at  the  Ticket  Of¬ 
fice  of  the  Pennsylvania  Railroad  Depot. 

FRANK  THOMSON, 
Geu’l  Manager. 


The  “Lutheran  Evangelist” 

Is  Published  Weekly  by  the 

EVANGELICAL  PRINTING  CO. 

Terms: — One  Dollar  and  Sixty-five  Cents  pe 
year,  including  postage.  One  Dollar  tor  6  months. 

To  Ministers  and  widows  of  Ministers  and  Theo¬ 
logical  Students  One  Dollar  and  Forty  Gents,  per 
annum.  A  liberal  discount  to  authorized  agents. 

The  Lutheran  Buangelist 

*s  designed  to  meet  a  want  long  felt  in  the  Church 
for  a  cheap  Religious  Family  Papier. 

The  main  object  in  its  publication  is  to  assist  the 
Christian  worker  with  suggestions  in  regard  to 
Christian  work,  and  to  urge  and  encourage  all  to 
work  for  the  Master. 

Anyone  desiring  sample  copies  will  please  ad¬ 
dress  EVANGELICAL  PUBLISHING  COM¬ 
PANY,  Bbllefontaine,  Logan  County,  Ohio. 

Any  person  sending  names  of  subscribers  or 
money,  should  address  Rev.  W.  H  Singlet,  Belle- 
fontaine,  Ohio. 

Send  Bank  Drafts  or  Post  Office  orders.  When 
this  is  not  convenient,  send  money  in  Registered 
Letters.  We  cannot  be  responsible  lor  money  sent 
through  tiie  mail  when  the  letters  are  not  registered. 

LOOK  i  LOOK  i 

50  finely  printed  visiting  cards,  21  cts.  Samples  free, 
untf  R.  H.  BORN,  Selinsgrove,  Pa. 


Ti  e  Great  Italian 
a  Mail  flier, 


I  i  > h  'iie<l  of  imnorted  reed,  corrugated  on  boLh  pirles,  and  was  patented  in  this  country  August  14,  1877.  Is 
the  latest  nove’ty  in  musical  instruments,  upon  which  any  person  can  readily  perfo  m  in  any  key.  YYith  it 
you  can  imitate  thn  Cornet,  Cr  arionet,  ^ugle.oi*  Trombone.  A  number  of  i  eriormers,  takuicr  <1  flerent 
parts,  can.  with  but  little  practice,  cred’tablv  U  itnte  a  Fu’l  Rrn«R  Band.  N  on  can  play  upon  the  Cornetto 
jf  you  cannot  upon  any  othe^  instrument.  With  Piano  or  Oraan  accompaniment.  more  amusement  can  be 
had  by  those  fond  of  music  than  in  anv  other  way.  \Y  h  th  •  a  l  ht'e  iustrume  >t  everybody  can  furnish  i  heir 
own  music.  After  you  have  seen  an  l  tr:ed  ’C  you  would  ’  •  rare  w  ,h  it  for  $">  if  you  con  1  not  yet  another 
Every  sinoino  school ,  church  choir .  man ,  woman,  and  child  i  i  America  would  have  a  Cornetto  if  they  knew 
of  them,  as  the  price  enables  all  to  possess  one  or  more,  and  there  is  no  himr  in  the  world  equal  to  it  tor 
developing  the  voice  and  trAiirr  healthy  exercise  to  the  lunys.  That  we  do  not  make  extravagant  claims  for 
it,  and  to  prevent  the  skeptical  from  c  assin  r  us  with  the  throng  of  cheats  and  humbu  rs  who  are  a  ways 
scheming:  to  deceive  the  mihlic,  we  .'rive  a  few  extracts  from  sources  which  none  will  question,  viz.:  Horace 
Waters  &  Sons,  the  Great  Piano  and  Oraan  Dialers,  40  East  14th  street.  N.  Y\,  say:  “  It  is  a  great  noveny  in 
music,  and  we  should  think  would  become  immensely  popular.”  The  New  York  Christian  at  Work  says: 
“  We  have  seen  and  tried  the  ‘  Cornetto.’  and  pronounce  it  a  genuine  musical  novelty,  we'l  worth  the  price 
asked.”  The  New  York  Advocate,  the  Great  Masonic  Weekly,  says:  ‘The  parties  are  reliable,  an  1  it  is  a  good 
thine-.”  It  is  also  favorably  noticed  by  the  Cincinnatti  Gazette,  Boston  Traveller,  Sew  York  Witness,  and 
many  other  leading  journals.  Aqentx  all  over  the  country  should  at  once  look  into  the  merits  of  the  Cor¬ 
netto,  as  millions  of  them  must  be  sold  within  the  next  few  months.  ent  by  mail,  post-paid,  with  full 
instructions,  on  receipt  of  25c.  Address,  E.  NASON  &  CO.,  Ill  Nassau  Street,  New  York* 


A b w i i  &  A  M  L I 

|f|  CABINET  ORGANS,  gf 

In  comi  etiiion  with  Cabinet  ov  Parlor  Organs  from 
THIRTY  HE  I  M.iKi  OF  1  HE  WOULD,  at  the 

PARIS  EXPOSITION  1373, 

THE  M A f’OX  &  HAMLIN  CABINET  ORGANS 
have  received  the  SUPREME  lilCOMFENSE  at 
the  disposal  of  the  distinguished  juries,  being 

awarded 

The  HiglM  KA  Gold  Medal. 

Tims  is  continued  a  record  which  has  been  UN  1 
Fill  M  7'ROM  its  BEGINNING.  of  the  Db- 
MONSTE  \Tl  D  SUPEKIOR1TY  of  Mason  &  Ham¬ 
lin  Or  runs  at  LL  TH  GREAT  WORLD'S 
EXI  BITKIN'  lor  1WE1.VH  YEARS  :  at  every  one 
of  which  thev  h  ve  been  awarded  the  highest  re¬ 
compense.  The  significant,  fai  t  is.  that  r ••hile  no  oili¬ 
er  American  make -'has  ever  received  the  hif/hest  award 
at  am;  sect,  they  h  ive  received  it  at  everv  0"C.  viz  :  at 
PARIS,  1837  :  VIENNA.  .87  :  SANTIAGO.  :87ft ; 
PHILADKI.PHI  A,  876;  GRAND  SvEEDlSH 
GOLD  MED  t L,  W<  :  ThE  HIGHEST  GOLD 
MEDAL  at  PARCS,  1878. 

-Yew  St i  lev  are  ready,  lor  all  uses,  combining  great¬ 
est  excellence  in  every  respect.  Especially  ior  Sun¬ 
day  Schools,  in  cases  finished  on  all  sides. 

Prices  are  not  as  low  as  those  of  the  poorest  organs 
made :  but  the  difference  is  small,  rendering  them 
THE  CHEAPEST  :  IRGANS  OFFER  D.  Sold  for 
cash,  or  Installments.  See  LATEST  CATALO¬ 
GUES  with  new  styles,  prices,  and  much  useful 
information  to  the  purchaser  of  any  organ.  Sent 
free. 

MASON  &  HAMLIN  ORGAN  CO, 

154  Tremont  St ,  25  Union  Sq.,  25 )  Wabash  Ave.. 

BOSTON.  NEW  YOKK.  CHICAGO. 


THE  WAR 


is  over,  but  the  slaughter 
-  .„h  prices  continues. 

By  wonderful  improve¬ 
ments.  ingenious  inventions,  and  perfected  systems, 
we  can  now  produce 


•“Pianos  for  $190 
Organs  for  $75 

Sent  free  on  examination.  Guarrantced  Six  Years. 

Marshall  A-  Smith  Plano  &  Organ  Co., 

47  UNIVERSITY  PLACE.  N.  Y. 


FOR  25  CTS. 

f  t  ven  new  and  wonderful  articles  at  on> 
fourth  the  retail  price.  Kiaminw  th.  list. 


No.  1 .  .uiisical  Pipe.— Made  of  me- 

tol,  t.ith  lowlr^jcmoHug  a  buw-ufjee.  Lj  tilling  with 
wx.tcr,  will  imitate  perfect!/  tbe  nous  of  any  bird. 

No.  "A.  Miniature  Charm.— Suita- 

blc  fo-nectlace  or  watch  chain.  fcis.e  of  gold  dollar,  yet 
Las  allot  iu>rd 'a Prayer  clearly  engraved  on  it.  Xew and 
ocaudx  uL  A  perfect  little  g«  m. 

No.  3.  Eureka  Whistle.— Loudest 

and  .-leArvit  whis^e  m-ae.  Vciy  usciil  lor  sportsmen  to 
exchange  signals  at  long  distances. 

No.  4.  Japanese  Parasol.— Jn3'; 

tm-07‘ed.  Prettiest  bijou  so  i!  y  iu  the  market,  fin¬ 
ished  in  beaiiL.  jl  colors,  fcp  ndidgifttoalady. 

No.  <3.  Mnjric  Spider. — Funniest 

thing  out.  Ahorri  le  look;  nit  fellow  .sure  to  make  people 
umo  out  of  their  boots,  y  wr» vs  creat«s  an  excitement. 

No.  6.  Musical  Wonder*— A  new 

r^ediaurumcnt,  on  wh.ch  any  tunc  may  be  played,  or 
found  imitated,  from  the  waul  of  a  cat  to  a  lunch  and 
Judvshow.  Pleasr 4  CTtrybody.  _ 

No.  7.  Golden  Water-Pen.  Pto- 

oucesclcir,  golden  letters,  by  simply  dipping  in  water. 
LwMafor  months.  Unexcelled  for  card  writing. 

ihiabcrca  vn  aricli  s  arc  (thorn  in  cuts,  and  will  b« 
eentin  n-at cabinet,  pott-paid, for  i5  cts.  At  retail  they 
would cou£l.  >Vo  make  this  reduction  to  obtain  ntw 
ernes  for  our  Fill  Catalogues.  1  03uure  stamps  taken 
same  as  cash.  Addtw, 


Eureka  Trick  and  Ncvelty  Co., 

P  O. Box  4C1L  39  Ann  St.,  N.  Y. 


This  advertisement  will  not  appear 


Seperate  Rituals  in  CYPHER  to  make  RUSTY  Ma- 
MnsBillGilT.  F.r  Catalogue  and  useful  in lormrit ion’. 
or  Master  Masons,  addrtss,  with  sLinint  JHASONIC 


IBOOK  AGENOYf  Cor,  Broadway  and 


Tells  without  the  writ¬ 
ing  of  any  figures  when  a 
book  was  taken  out.  what 
number  it  was,  and  who 
took  it  out.  Enthusias - 
ticalhj enaorse.il by  Libra¬ 
rians  who  are  tisiny  it. 
Price,  only  .$1.50.  Send 
for  Descriptive  Circular 
and  Testimonials. 

Eli  EX.  SHUTE, 

52  Broinfield  St.,  Boston. 


fil  HRiril  IQ  Tidings.  H.  S.  Perkins  &  W.  W. 

r'  ^  u  ^  Bentley's  New  Sunday-school 
Music  Book.  160  pages,  Sparkling  as  morning  dew. 
Sample  free  for  20  ets. 

WHITE,  SAIITH  &  UO.,  BOSTON. 


A  I  l\/C  Monthly  Payer  for  all  active  Chris- 
Ll  V  L.  tians.  Full  of  helpful  hints  on  Ways  of 
Working.  Bible  Studv.  Sundav-school.  etc.  Onl'v  2a 
cts.  a  year.  Send  for  it.  CROSS  AND  CROWN. 
Lcwistown,  Me. 


Looking  Ahead, 


An  early  examination  of  the  various  Sunday-school  lesson  helps  will  aid  a  superintendent  or 
teacher  in  making  a  wise  selection  for  1879.  No  better  time  than  ju  t  now  could  be  chosen  for  testing 
the  Scholars’  Quarterly.  The  number  for  the  last  quarter  of  1878  is  ready  tor  delivery.  With  its 
color  d  maps,  and  its  varied  helps  to  the  study  of  th^  lesson,  it  is  a  fair  specimen  of  what  may  be 
expected  for  the  year  to  come  The  following  commendations  were  unsolicited,  and  are  but  a 
small  part  of  those  received : 


MAINE.— “  Those  of  my  class  who  have  tried 
the  Quarterly  find  it  a  great  help;  therefore  I 
send  for  more.”  H.  E  I). 

NEW  HAMPSHIRE.  —  “  I  never  examined 
one  until  lately.  It  is  just  such  a  help  as  I  have 
long  wished  for.”  A.  B  P. 

VERMONT.—”  We  are  highly  pleased  with 
them.  Are  using  them  in  three  Classes  with  good 
success.”  A.  M.  B. 

MASSACHUSETTS— “You  would  be  g  ad  to 
see  how  much  the  Quarterly  adds  to  the  interest 
in  Bible  study  in  our  school.”  J.  B 

RHODE  ISLAND.— 44  Jt  is  the  best  scholars’ 
help  we  have  ever  had.”  P  M.  B. 

CONNECTICUT.— “  Hike  it  exceedingly.and, 
what  is  better  yet,  my  boys  like  it.  I  knew  it 
would  be  g°od,  but  )t  »s  better  than  I  really 
thought  it  would  be  I  wish  every  scholar  in  the 
country  could  have  it.”  W.  R.  H. 

NEW  YORK. —  "We  have  been  using  the 
Scholars’  Quarterly  with  eminent  success.  I 
have,  as  yet, not  seen  anything  in  the  Sunday- 
school  work  that  equals  it.”  M  A.  C. 

NEW  JERSEY  — *•  I  might  belter  have  made 
up  a  c  ub  or  the  Scholars’  Quart-  rly  at  ih  <  ufc- 
set.  1  have  had  to  order  again  and  aga  n.  It  is 
the  best  thing  out  for  scholars  or  ie«che;s.” 

PENNSYLVANIA.-4  TheS  holars  Quarterly 
is  just  what  we  want,  i  think  it  is  ibe  most 
complete  help  we  have  ev^  r  had  ”  M.  D  G. 

DELAWARE.— ‘‘The  school  seemed  ploasei 
with  your  plan  of  lessons.  I  want  to  try  and  run 
our  list  of  Quarter  ties  sti  11  higher,  if  I  can.”  J.P.  L. 

MARYLAND.—”  I  am  by  this  mail  in  receipt 
of  your  scholars’  Quarterly,  and  am  delighted 
with  it.  it  is  ju<?t  the  thing  lor  our  work.  I  pray 
that  it  may  spread  all  over  our  Southern  coun¬ 
try,  like  it  is  now  being  sent  through  all  the 
North  and  West  ”  W  M. 

VIRGINIA-”!  think  it  is  one  of  the  best 
books  that  I  have  ever  seen  for  the  su»-day- 
school  1  wish  that  every  teacher  and  sell  lar 
In  the  country  had  one.” 

WEST  VIRGINIA.-”  It  gives  us  more  help 
for  less  money  than  anything  I  have  seen  pub¬ 
lished.”  J.  S.  B. 

NORTH  CAROLINA.— “I  have  just  received 
the  sec?  Dd  quarter,  and  am  so  delighted  with  it 
that  I  want  it  for  the  whole  year,  commencing 
with  January.”  J.  W. 

SOUTH  CAROLINA.-” I  have  found  it  the 
best  help  I  have  yet  seen  in  the  preparation  of 
the  lessons.”  G.  H.  W. 

GEORGIA.—”!  think  the  Quarterly  the  best 
text -bo i  k  for  the  Sunday-school  scholar  that  I 
have  ever  seen.”  W.  E.  R. 

FLORIDA  — ”  We  are  much  pleased  witn  tbe 
Quarterlies,  and  anticipate  the  lessons  tor  next 
year  w.tn  much  interest.”  W.  P.  H. 


ALABAMA.— “  Your  •  cholars’  Quarterly  Is  a 
great  suocts-.  I  have  seen  nothing  to  equal  it 
as  a  help  t«»r  scholars.  My  tea?  hers  are  greatly 
pleased  wnh  it.”  J.  H  F. 

MISSISSIPPI.—”  I  have  been  udng  a  copy  of 

the  scholars' Quarterly,  recentlv.  and  have  to 

express  onlv  the  highest  apprec.ation  of  its 
merits.”  J.  C.  R. 

LOUISIANA.—”  We  are  much  pleaded  with 
tbe  Quarterly.’  E.  C. 

TEXAS  — ‘‘Onr  school  has  decided  to  use  the 
Scholars’  Quarterly  during  1878  We  are  well 
p  eased  with  it.”  J.  W  S. 

TEN N FSS  K.E. — ” Pi  e.  •  se  naai  1  m  •- 1  wen t y  co plea 
of  ibe  >ch  tars’  Quarterly  or  the  .  con'd  quar¬ 
ter.  I  think  my  sch  ol  will  like  them.”  J.u  W. 

KENTP*  KV.— "  The  Quarter  wins  with 
both  teachers  and  Bible  class  scholars.”  li.K.U. 

MISSOURI.—”!  have  tried  y  Scholars? 
Quarterly  lor  nearly  six  months,  •  H  g  ves  me 
such  good  satisiacti  n  ih  t  I  hr  r?  vr.h  -nd  you 
an  order  to  supply  all  my  larger  scholars  with 
it.”  H.  N. 

OHIO.—”  I  shall  hope  to  in  r  .due0  them  into 
our  school  at  the  closeof  the  presen:  quarter.  I 
regaid  them  usthe  most  complete  scholars’  help 
yet  published  ”  L>.  A.  s. 

I  n  J » I  \  N  A.—”  We  find  it  the  best  help  we  can 
get.  and  like  it  because  it  helps  us  to  search  the 
Scripiures.”  M.  H.G 

ILLINOIS.— *■  It  seems  to  me  that  it  is  just 
what  is  needed  n  all  our  scbro.s  to  induce  the 
scholars  to  htud>  thrir  lessor  :  T  home,  and  also  ,  .1 
to  make  the  study  of  great  w  :erest.”  I).  C.  J. 

MICHIGAN. — “We  consider  them  a  decided 
improvement  upon  the iesvo  .  le  af.”  Mrs.  A.  B.  8. 

WISCO^SI  V— ”  I  have  seer  nothing  equal  to 
it  among  the*lescer  lights’  upon  the  Sunday- 
school  lessons  ”  G.  B 

IOWA.—4  I  consider  ii  invaluable,  and  believe 
it  should  be  placed  in  the  hands  of  every  scholar 
in  the  land.’  H.D.  C. 

MINNESOTA.— “They  have  given  very  good 
satisfaction  during  the  oast  quarter,  and,  I 
believe,  will  do  much  good  ”  G  H.  B. 

NEBRASK  A.—  '  It  is  royal,  and  d  serves  to 
have  us  sovereignty  recognized  ’’  P.  G. 

KANSAS.—”  The  Quarterly  takes  well.”  W. 

H.  S 

CA  LIFORN1 A  — ”  The  Times.  un-urpeFsed. 

— Scholars’  Quarterly,  splendid.”  Rev.  T.  H.  R. 

OREGON  — '‘Next  y»  ar  1  hopetoget  our  school 
to  take  a  large  number  of  copies-  We  like  it 
very  much  ”  W  .  M. 

CANADA  — ”  We  have  been  using  the  Sohot-  • 
ars’  Q1  atterly  in  om Sunday-.^  bool  for  the  last 
two  quarters.  We  would  highly  recommend  ihe 
work.  to  ah.”  J.  M.  B. 


WHAT  IT  COSTS.  Its  price  is  25  cents  a  year,  or  $25  for  a  hundred  copies  a  year. 
Sent  by  mail  without  cost  of  postage  to  subscribers  Subscriptions  aretaken  for  three  or  six  months 
at  the  yearly  rate  •  under  10  copies  three  months,  seven  cents  each.  To  supply  a  class  w  uld  cost:— 
For  five  scholars,  one  year,  $1.25;  three  months,  35  ceDts:  for  ten  s^ho'/irs,  ODe  year,  $  ’.50;  three 
months,  63  cents.  Send  seven  cents  for  a  specimen  copy.  Send  also  25 cents  and  receive  The  >■  os* 
day  School  Times  every  week  for  three  months  This  ofler  is  only  to  new  subscribers.  Specimens 
of  the  Weekly  Lesson  Leaf  sent  free.  Address, 

JOHN  D.  WATTLES,  Publisher,  610  Chestnut  St.,  Philadelphia,  Pa, 


